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1 TO.THE 
1. aly Honourable and Wanby 


G E N-T LE ME N, 


THE. 


WICKED AUTHORS 


* il Ow ond 


PRESENT AGE. 


' GENTLEMEN, «+ | abc. 
Am very ne that I have made 
© myſelf liable to a great deal of Cenſure, 
for preſuming to offer you the Com- 
pliments of a private Perfon, at a Time 
when you might juſtly have expected the 
publick Thanks of both Houſes of Parlia- 
nent: However, I will not only hope for 
your gracious Pardon, but that you will alſo 
deign to accept ö ſmall . ; which; 


tho' 


* 


vi DEDICATION. 
tho” poor in itſelf, may plead ſome Title to 5 
your Indulgence, as you cannot but be ſa- 
tisfied of my Integrity and Well- meaning. 
Nor have I the leaſt Doubt, but your re- 
markable Candour and greatneſs of Soul, 
will readily excuſe any caſual Omiſſions of 
Ceremony; in 1 or 2 „rene 
of Language. L 2 . 4 . 


It is moſt certain, chat an Addreſs to ſuch 
learned and illuſtrious Perſons, as you, Gen- 
tlemen, undoubtedly are, would much more 
become the Dignity: of thoſe at the Helm, 
and is, in fact, the proper Buſineſs of the 
Nation. Vour laudible Zeal, and indefati- 
gable Endeavours for the Good of the Pub- 
lick, have laid theſe Kingdoms under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligation of returning you a pub 
lick Acknqledgment: And I am quite at 
a Loſs, to account for its remaining yet un- 
paid. It i is already become a Matter of Sur- 
prize to all Europe, that a People ſo fa- 
moys for their quick Senſe of Favours, or 
of Injuries, have never yet taken any proper 
Notice of your extraordinary Merit: How- 
evcr, I am not without Hopes (from ſome ſe- 

cret 


DEDICATION. vii 
cret Intimations given me by a very great Man) 
that the Government will ſpeedily take this 
Affair into Conſideration, and reſolve upon 
ſomething which will convince your Ho- 
nours, and all the World, that we are not 
capable of Ingratitude to our Benęfaclors. 
But yet, when the Legiſlature has exerted 
the utmoſt of its Abilities, even then, the 
Ballance will ſtill be againſt us: For, how 
is it poſſible to find, in this World, an E- 
quivalent for Services, like yours, which in- 
finitely tranſcend any n Rewards, ? 


Were it not perfectly ſuperfluous, to tell 
the World any thing which it knows al- 
ready, I could here indulge myſelf in the 
generous Pleaſure which a Dedicator feels, 
when. he pours forth his honeſt Heart ; 
in ſounding the Praiſes of his Patron. But, 
when your Honours are the Subject of 
Panegyrick, I am ſtruck dumb withAmaze- 
ment, at the Dignity of the Theme! Tis 
impoſlible to expreſs my Admiration, when 
I reflect on the great Importance you are of 
to Mankind in general, and the Chriſtian 
Fa in; n particular, by your exemplary 


Lives 


wi DEDICATION. 


Lives, and moſt excellent Doctrines. I am 
perfectly dazzled with the Luſtre of your 
Wit; and aftoniſhed at the Profundity of 
your Learning! How happy is it for the 
World, that your great Sagacity directed your 
Studies to Religion? And how admirably are 
your Abilities "dap to the Knowledge of 
Divine Things? And, in Conſequence of 
this, how unſpeakable are the Benefits which 
2 Day accrue to us, by the many inge- 

, elaborate, and wonderful Treatiſes, 
with which you are graciouſly pleaſed o 
oblige the Publick ? By this we are ac- 
quainted with your Elevated and ſublime 


Notions : And had not Relig gion been At 


Hand, we had this Day been Strangers to 
the many Advantages ariſing from your 
incomprehenſible Diſcoveries. But, happy 
this Age, and happier ſtill this Nation; 
which is bleſſed in fo peculiar a Manner, 


with Men of ſuch great and ſhining Qua- 


lities ! Perſons of an uncommon Turn ok 
Thought, of prodigious Genius, and more 
than human Talents: All which, they no- 

bly, and wiſely appropriate to the Glory } 
God, the Service of Religion, and the — 4 


DEDICATION. ix 
bliſhment of Virtue, Truth, and Happiness 
in the World. 


And here I muſt beg Leave to expatiate 
a little, cn thoſe excellent Methods which 
your Honours make uſe of, to promote the 
general Good of Mankind, I can never 
ſufficiently admire the vaſt Progreſs you 
have made in the deepeſt, and moſt occult 
Speculations ; or your ſurpriſing Diſcove- 
ries. in the moſt profound Myſteries ; the 
clearing up of which is indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceeſſary, for the Good of Society. For 
Inſtance, it is abſolutely requiſite, (in or- 
der to the Preſervation of our Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties) that every Body ſhould 
thoroughly underſtand, the Modes, and E/- 
fences, of immaterial Beings ; the Duration 
of Matter, and the Extent of Space; but, 
above all, it is neceſſary that we ſhould im- 
plicitly believe the Hfallibility ꝙ human 
Reafon, It will alio be of great Uſe to | 
us, if we are convinced, that the common | 
received Notions of Mankind, on religious | 
Subjects, are only the Reſult of | Prejudi- 


ces imbibed in a wrong Education; and 
a by 


—. * 
_ 


x DEDICATION. 


by Confequence univerſally falſe , and all 


the World ſtrangely miſtaken, and ſtark 
blind : Except your Honours, and one or 


two more, who have been dead long a- 


96. 


There are a few more martial! Truths 
and Diſcoveries, for which the World is 
obliged to certain Gentlemen of your Deno- 
mination ; but as they are of much lefs Im- 


portance than the. foregoing, I ſhall only 


juſt mention them: Not but that you; 
Honours will gain as much Glory from 
theſe, as from any of the others, as they 
are of no leſs Advantage to Society, (by 
their Conſequences in the Minds of Men) 
than the reſt, - For Example, that Revela- 
Ton is, in the Nature of Things, quite 

unneceſſary, and the Tenets and Doctrines 
of Gbriftianity, inconfiftent with Reaſon and 
common Senſe; that Religion in general 7s 


ll a Cheat, and cannot poffibly anſwer 


any good Purpoſe ; that there is no God, 


nor any Future State; and therefore, inſtead 


of the idle Notion of future Rewards and 
W it is . found out, that 
we 


DEDICATION. ix 


we ſhall have the Happineſs to be anni- 
hilated for ever. 


_ Theſe, and ſome other excellent Do- 
Arines of the like Nature you have wor- 
thily taught, and maintained, to your own 
immortal Honour, and the great Advan- 
tage of every kind of Learning : Tis true 
indeed that the World has hitherto been 
very ungrateful by not doing Juſtice to your 
Merits ; Nay more, it muſt be confeſſed, that 
ſeveral Gentlemen of very good Senſe, and 
Learning ; remarkable for the Sobriety of 
their Lives, and the Integrity of their 
Manners, have been ſo far miſtaken in ſome 
of their Notions, and ſo much wanting in 
the Reſpect that is due, to your Chara- 
cters, as to argue publickly, and in Print, 
againſt ſome Points of Doctrine advanced 
by your Honours : And notwithſtanding 
the juſt Reputation . they . have in the 
World, as wiſe, and good Men; yer, I 


muſt own, they have, in ſome Parts of 
their Writings, been ſo far blinded by 
their Prejudices, as to uſe your Honours 
with rather too much Familiarity. So. 
true is the ſaying of that great Philoſo- 
pher and Metaphyſiciay * * * * # ® * 

” Huina- 


i DEDICATION. 
Humanum eſt errare ! _ 


I intended to have mentioned ſome other 
Particulars in this Dedication, which would 
indeed be ſo many Tokens of the Eſteem 
and Veneration I have for your. Honours; 
but I am deterred from my Purpoſe, by 
the Fear I am under of giving the leaſt 
Offence to that extraordinary Modeſty for 
which you are ſo deſervedly admired ; and 
perhaps I may juſtly be cenſured for ha- 
ving been already too .prolix : Therefore 
I beg leave to Eonclude with aſſuring your 
Honours, that I am with all poſſible Since. - 


rity, | 
GENTLEMEN, ** 
Nur bumble Admirer, and 


Moſt obedient Servant, 


X. 


Ia, 


Wiek BED e 


8 DRY 
PRESEN T * k. 


PART 1. mp 


2 ontaining ſome Arguments fo prove that the 
abdliſhing of CHRISTIANITY in GREAT 
BRITAIN, may, as Things Show ſtand, be 
attended with ſome Inconveniencies, and 
perbaps not produce thoſe many good Effects 


propoſed by the Inventors and Patrons of 
F that. SCHEME. 


1 may not, perhaps, be fafe for an Au- 


thor now a Days, to 8 as an Advo- 
cate for the Chriſtian Religion, at a Jun- 


cure when the general Humour and Diſpoſi- 
tion of the World is againſt it; and when all 
Parties ſeem ſo unanimouſly determined to 


** * | * ** 


k 101 ' 

| 3 lay it aſſde, and to root the Principles of it 
"2g ol of their Minds, alogg with their Prejudices 
„ of Education: As we ay certainly conclude 
from their Actions, their Diſcourſes, and their 
Writings. Howayer, I know not howgt is, 

i whether from i Affectation of Suk 
or the Perverſengſs of Human Nature, but ſo 

it unhappily falls out, that I cannot be en- 
tirely of this Opinion. Nay, more, if any 
Body ſhould give me certain Information of au 
Order being iſſued out for my immediate 
Proſecution by the Attorney Gefen, I ſhould 
ſtill confeſs, * in the preſent Poſture of our 
Affairs at e or Abroad, I do not yet ſec 
the abel eceſſity of extirpating the Chri- 
Man Religion ffbm among us: This perhaps 
may appear too great a Paradox even for our 
wiſe and paradoxical Age to endure; there- 
fore, I ſhall le it with all imaginableTen- 
derneſs, and With the utmoſt Deference to 


that gieat and profound Nez 7 which 3 is of 
another Sentiment. . * 


And yet the curious may dle to linde, 
how much the Genius of a Nation may alter 
in half an Age, I have heard it affirmed for 
certain by ſome. very old People, that the 
contrary Opinion was, even. in their Memo- 

tries, as much in Vogue as the other is now; 
- and, tlg a Project for the aboliſhing of Cftti- 
* Would then have appeared as ſingular, 


and. 


_ 5 
and' have been, thought as abſurd, , as it would 
- at this time to write or "ONES in its 
ence. . 
. 

_ Therefore I freely that all Ap ppear- 
ange are againſt me. * Syſtem of the 
| Goſpel after, the Fate of other Syſtems, is ge- 
nerally antiquated and exploded ; and the 
Mat, or Body of the common People, among 
whom it ſeems to have had its lateſt Credit. 
are now grown as much aſhamed of it as their 

Betters. ions like Faſhions always 
ſoending tom thoſe of use to the mid- 
dle ſort, and, thence to the Vulgar , where at 
rern they are e and unf. 
"Bat hers — wa ald not be miſtaken, Aa x 
muſt therefore be 15 bold as to borrow a 
ſtigction from the Writers on the other Side, 
when they make a Differengg betwixt Nomi 
nal and Real Truntarians. 7. T hope no Rea- 
der imagines me ſo weak as to fland'y up in the 
Defencaot Real Chriſtianity, ſuch as in primi- 
tive Times had an actual Influence over the 
Belief and Actions of its Profeſſors: (if oe 
may believe the Authors of thoſe Ages) to offer 
at the reſtoring of that would indeed be a 
wild Project; that would be to dip wy oun- 
dations, to deſtroy at one Blow all the Wit, 
aud half the Learning of the Kingdom; to 
Break the entire Frame and Conſfitution of 
Things, to ruin Trade, extinguiſh 4 Arts and 
5 2 Scien-⸗ 


LE oe: il. te. | 
Sciences together with the P 


. 7 ' 


CC... 
fefors of them; 

jn ſhort, to turn our Courts, Exchanges, anq 
Shops, into Deſarts; an would be full as ab- 
ſurg as the Propoſal of Horace, when he ad- 


viſed the Romans, all in à Body, to leave their 
City, and ſeek , dew Seat in ſome rehote 


Ich of the World, by way of a Cure for the 
88 of their Manners. Therefore I 
is Caution was in = altogether un- 


think 


neceſſary {which I have inſerted only to pre- 


vert all Poſſibility of Cavilling.) Since every 
did Reader will eafily underſfand my Diſ- 
courſe to be intended only in Defchge of No- 


 hrnal Chriſtignity, the other having been for 


- 


ſome time whilly laid afide by general Con- 
1 as utterlyinconſiſtept with all our pre- 


Schemes of Wealth and Power. 


Name and Fitie g C briſti ans For, notwithſtand- 


ing the grperal Opinion and Reſolution be {o” 
violent for it, yet T confeſs I cannot (with Sub- 


Seay, appreni nd the Conſequence neceſſary. 
However, ſince the Undertakers propoſe ſuch 


wonderful Advantages to. the Nation by this 


Project, and advance many plauſible Objections 
againſt. the Syſtems of Chriſtianity, I ſhall 
briefly confider the Strength of both, fairly 
allow them their greateſt Weight, and offer 
ſuch Anſwers as I think moſt reaſonable, 

ter which IT will beg Leave to ſhew what 
| nconveniencies may poſſibly happen by ſuch 


* 


* 


an * 


[ 13] 
kn Innovation, in the preſent Poſture of our 
Affairs unn 


1 


| Firſ, * great Advantage pr — by the 
ne of Gbreftranity. is, That it would 
vely much erilatge and eftabliſh Liberty of 
Conſcience,” that great Bulwark of our Na- 
non, and of the Proteſtant Religion, which 
is ſtill too much Jimited by Prieft-craft, not- 
withſtanding al the Intentions of the 
Legiſlature: As we have lately ſound by a ſe- 
vere Inſtanee. For it is confidently repo 

that two young Gentlemen of real Hopes, 
bright Wit, and profound” Judgment; WhO 
way a thorough Examination df Cauſes arid 
Effects, and by the meer Force of natural 
Abilities, without the leaſt Tincture of Learn- 
ing ; having made a Diſcovery, - that there was 
> God, and generouſly” comunicating their 
hou ohits for the good of this Publick, were 
y 11 unparalled Severity, and upon ſome 
ſtrange obſolete. Law, broke for Blaſphemy, 
And, it hath been willy obſerved, if Per- 
ſecution once begins, no Man alive knows 
how fer it day Teach, bother ny it will end, 


tn Aber to at which; with Deference 
60 wiſer Judgments, T think this rather ſhows 
the Neceſſity of nominal Religion among us. 
Great Wits love to be free with the higheſt 
Objects; and if they cannot be allowed a ow 
to reuilę or renounce, they will be apt to ſpea 
L. 


1401 
evil of Dignities, abuſe the Government, and 
reflect upon the Miniſtry: Which I am ſure 
few will deny to be of mych more pernicious 
Cunſequence; according i the ſaying of 71 
Beriur, Deum Offenſa Di cure. As to 

the particular Fact felated, I think it is, got 
Lair to argue from one Inſtance, | and perhaps 
another, cannot be produced: For (to the 
Comfort of all thoſe who may be apprehen- 
five of Perſecution) Blaſphemy we! know is 
yet freely ſpoke a Million of Times in every 
Coftee-Hauſe and Tavern, or wherever elſe 
god Company meet. It muſt be allowed 
indloed, that td break an Engliſb Free-Born 
Officer, | only far Blaſphemy, was, to ſpeak the 
of ſuch an Action, a very high ſtrain 
of abſolute: Power? Little can be ſaid in Ex- 
cuſe for the General; perhaps he was afraid it 
might give Offenee to the es, among whom, 
for ought We ku ,., it may be the Cuſtom of 
the Country to belive a God. But if he ar- 
gued, as ſome have done upon à miſtaken 
Principle, 1 Officer FU is Wan of 
ſpeaking Blaſpbemy, may ſometime or other 
ſequence is by no means to be admitted; for, 
ſurely, the Commander of an Eugliſb Army 
is like to be but ill obey d, whoſe Soldiers 
fear and reyerence him as little as they do a 
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It is further objected againſt the Goſpel 
Syſtem, rhat it obliges Men to believe Things 
10 difficult for FreesThinkers, and ſuch who 
have ſhook off the Prefudrces of Education. To 
which J anſwer that People ſhould be cautious 
how they raiſe Objectons which reflect upon 
the Wiſdom of the Nation. Is not every Bo- 


dy freely allow'd to believe whatever he 


pleaſes, and to publiſh his Belief to the World 
whenever he he thinks fit? Would any in- 
different Foreigner, who ſhould read the 
Trumpery lately Written by Tindal, Toland, 
Morgan, The Authors of the'Fable of the ' Bees, 
the Reſurettion of Jeſus confidered, Chriſtianity 
not founded on Argument, and forty more, 
imagine the Goſpel to be our Rule of Faith, 
and to be confirmed by Parliaments ? Does 
any Man deſire to have it thought that he be- 
lieyes one Syllable of the Matter? and is any 
Man the Work receiv'd upon that Score, 01 
does he find his Want even of nominal Faith 
a Diſadvantage to him in the Purſuit of any 
civil or military Employment? What if there 
bean old dormant Statute'or two againſt him, 
are they not now 'obſolete, to a degree, that 
Empſon and Dudley themſelves, © were they 
now alive, would find it impoſſible to put 
them in Execution. ine 


It is likewiſe urged, that there are, by Com- 
putation, in this Kingdom, above ten Thou- 
fand Parſons, whoſe Revenues added to thoſe 


of 


* 


1 16.1 


df my Lords the 1 ops. Ne ond ſuffice to 
maintain at. leaſt, two hundred young Gentle- 
men of Wit, and Laer and F ree-thinking + 
Principles, * * Prneſt-ctafty Pedantry, 
and Prejudice 9 might be an Ornament 
to the Court and Ton: then, agalh, 
ſo great a Number of able 7 Boulied Divines 
might be a recruit to our Fleets and Armies. 
This indeed appears to be a Conſideration 
of ſome Weight: But then on the other 
fide, ſeveral Thin deſerve to be conſidered 
likewiſe; vi. hether it may not be 
ht neceſſary that in certain Tracts of 
Country, like What we call Pariſhes, there 
ſhould be one Man at leaſt, of Abilities to 
and Write, Then it ſeems a wron 
putation, that the Revenues of the Church 
—— this Illand would be large enough 
to maintain two hundred young Gentlemen, 
or even half that Number, aſter the preſent 
refined way of living. that is, to allow each 
of them ſuch an Income, as in the modern 
Phraſe, would make them eaſy, : But til} 
there is in this Project a greater Miſchief be- 
| hind; and we ought to beware of the Wo 
man's Folly, who killed the Hen ghar every 
Morning ka her a golden 'Bgg. For, 11 
what would be come of our Poſteri 
the next Age, if we had nothing to t fg 
beſides the ſcrophulous conſumptive Produ- 
tion furniſh'd by our Men of Wit and Plea- 
_ when . * at away their 


Vigour 
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Vigour, Health Eſtates, they are ſoreed 
88 ce Marriage 0 piece up 
heir broken . Fortunes, and , entail rotten- 
n nels. e on 72 Children ? No- 
here are ten Thouſand. Perſons reduced, by 
39 me Regulations of Henry the Eighth, 
to the Neceſſity 917 a low yet, and moderate 
Exerciſe , who are the only great Reſtorers of 
our Breed; and without them the Nation 
would, in an Age or two, become but one 


yy Hoſpital. "0? 2499 Veil de van 9 * 


A not er ain ropos'd- by. the * 
Hh ieh Hanky, 1s prop clear Gain of 
i 10 2 2 is now entirely loſt, 
BE 5 lequently King dom, one Seventh 
leſs co eric in rade, Bulinel and Plea- 
155 * belide the Los to the Publick of fo 
many 25 Structures now in the Hands of 
1.55 ergy; ire izht be converted into 
y-Hou es, "Exchanges, Market-Houſes, 
comma Dormitories, ang other | publick I Edi- 
ces. 


1 ebe I ſhall be'forgiven a "hard Word if 
I call this: a perfect Cavil, 1 readily « own there 
hath been an old. Euſtom Time out of Mind, 
for People. 0 afſemb E in the Churches every 
8 undgy, and that, Shaps are ſtill frequently 
ſhut 20 | that Day nge as it is conceiv'd, 
to prese erye che Mr emory- of that ancient Pra- 
Rice, I how this Gan prove an Hindrance 


2 to ö 
W | | 


4 


V 
to Buſineſs or Pleaſlite, is Hard to imagine. 
What if the Men of Pleaſure are forced one 
Day in the Week to Game at Home inſtead of 
the Chocolate. Houſe ? beſides, are not the Tu- 
verns and Coffte-Howſes open ? Can there be a 
more convenient Seaſon for taking a Doſe of 
Phyſick ? Are fewer Caps got upon Sundays 
than other Days? Is not that the chief Day 
for the Citizens of London, and Weftminſler, and 
the Traders all over the Nation, to ſum up 
the Accounts of the Week, to ' contrive Pu 
for. the daily Advertiſer and , Couritry Jour- 

nals; and for Lawyers to prepare theit Briefs? 
But I would Rin know how it can be pre- 
tended that the, Churches are mifipplied. 
Where are more Appointments and Rendez- 
vouzes of Gallantry? Where more Care to 
appear in the foremoſt Box with greater Ad- 
vantage of Dreſs? Where more meetings for 
Buſineſs? Where more Bargains driven of all 
Sorts? And where ſo many Conveniencies or 
Incitements to Sleep? 


There is one Advantage greater than any 
of the foregoing, propoſed by the aboliſhing of 
Chriſtianity, 022. that it will utterly extinguiſh 
Parties among us, by removing thoſe factious 
Diſtinctions of big and Tory, Preſbyterian. 
and Church of England, which are ſo many 
mutual Clogs upon publick Proceedings, and 
are apt to prefer the gratifying themſelves or 
RD! nas ws Jeprefling 


* 


[19] 


depreſſi ing their Adverſaries, before the moſt 


important Intereſt of the State. 


2 I Confeſs 46. eig gle ſo great an 
Advantage would accrue to the Nation by this 
Expedient, I would fubmit- and be ſilent. 
But will any Man fay, that aa pu qe oy 
ring, Drinkin ! ng, Stealing, 
were by Act © Pen Hed out of the 
Enghſh Tongue, we all awake next 
Morning Cbaſte and Temperate, Hong and 
ut, and Lovers of Truth. Is this a fair Con- 
ſequence ? Or if the Phyſicians were to forbid 
us to pronounce the Words Pax, Gout, Rhewe 
matiſm, and Stare, would that Expedient 
ſerve like ſo many Taliſmans to deſtroy the 
Diſeaſes 8 Are Party 
rooted in Men's Heart no deeper than Phraſes 
borrowed from Religion, or founded upon 
no firmer Principles And is our Language ſo 
Poor that we cannot find other Terms to ex- 
preſs; them? Are Exvy, Pride, , Avarice and 
Ambition ſuch ill Nomenclators, that they 
cannot furniſh Appellations for their Owners ? 
Will not Heydukes and Mamelukes, Mande- 
ranes. and atfbaws, or any. other Words 
formed at Pleaſure, . ſerve to uiſh thoſe 
who: are in the Miniſtry, from thoſe ha 
would be in it if they could? What, for in- 
ſtance, is eaſier than to v the form of 
Speech, and Inſtead of the Word, Church, 
make it a 3 in Politicks, Whether che 
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Monument be in Datiget* 1 Þ Religion 
was neareſt at Hand, to farnifh a few conve= 
nient Phraſes, is our Invention fo barren t at 
can find no others? Suppoſe for Arguments 
Sake, that the Tories Were fond of © Ope Fas, 

the Whips of Pantomimes, Would not 
nians and Pantomimians be very t iabe 
Marks of Diſtinction? The Prafini and Ve- 
neti two moſt virulent Factions in Fray, be- 
gan by a Piſtinction of Colours in Ribbands, 
which we might do with as good 4 Grace 
about the 8 iert of the Blue and the 
Green, and ſerve as proper! to divide the 
Court, the Parliament, and the Kingdom be- 
tween them, as any Terms of Art whatſc- 
ever, bofrowed from Relis ion. And there- 
fore I think there is little Force in this Ob- 
jection againſt Chriſtianity,” or Proſpect of fo 
great an ie ink as is propoſed by the Ex- 

tion of it an 

rü uh again objected as a very abſurd my 
culous Cuſtom, that a Set of Men ſhould be 
ſuffered, much leſs hired and employed, to 
bawl one Pay in ſeven againſt the Lawfulneſs 
of thoſe Methods which every Body now a- 
days makes Uſe of, in the Purſuit of Nicbes, 
Honours, Titſer and Pleaſures.” But this Ob- 
jeion is, I think, a little unworthy ſo refined 
an Age as ours. Let us argue this Matter 
calmly; I appeal to the Breaſt of every polite 
Free-thinker, whether, when | Purſuit of the 
ratification of any Paſſion, He hath not felt 
A 


- 


[a] | 
a wonderful Incitement, by reflecting that it 
was a thing forbidden: Andi therefort᷑ we ſee, 
in order to cultivate this Turn of Mind, the 
Wiſdom of the Legiſlature hath take ſpecial 
Cate; that the Ladies: ſhould be plentiful- 
ly furniſh'd with prohibited Silks,;:Gentle- 
men with-prohibited Wine, and the common 
People wih prohibited Gin: And indeed it 
were to be wiſh d that ſome other Prohibiti- 
ons were promoted, in order to improve the 
Pleaſures of the Town, which for want of 
fuch Expedients begin already, I am told, 
to flag and grow languid; frequently 0 ing 
Wey to come Inroads of the mo | 


1 'Tis likewie: MET 8 as a great Advan- 
tage to the Publick, that if we once diſcard 
the Syſtem of the Gol L all Religion will 
of Courſes be for ever, ot conſe- 
quently along with it thoſe grievous. Preju- 
dices of Education, . under the Names 
of Virtue, Cunſcience, Honour, . Fuſtice, and 
the like, are ſo apt to diſturb the Peace of hu- 
man Minds, and the Notions whereof are 
ſometimes ſo hard to be eradicated by right 
Reaſon or Free- thinking, that we run a great 
Hazard of having ſome few remains of them 
elinging about us r ia. a c ay 
ho pag en 01 3 


Far tan 7 ons to this * I ab 
| erve how difficult it is to get rid of a 2 
whic 


| T7 % Oh 

which the World is once grown fond of, 
though the Occaſion that firſt p it, be 
entirely taken away. Some Years ago, if a 
Man had but an ill-Eavoured Noſe, the deep 
Thinkets of that Age would fome way or 
other contrive to impute the Cauſe to the re- 

of his Education. From this Fountain 
were ſaid to be derived all our fooliſh Noti- 


2 of 1 * Love of our Country, 
ions of God or a future State, 
R ell, and the like: And there 


might formerly perhaps have been ſome Pre- 
tence for this Charge; but ſuch effectual Care 
hath been ſince taken to remove thoſe Preju- 
dices, by an entire Change in the Methods of 
Education, that (with Honour I mention it 
ite 12 the young Gentle 
are now on the Scene, ſeem not 
to have the leaſt Tindture left of thoſe Infu- 
ſions, or String of thoſe Weeds, and by Con- 
ſequence the Reaſon. for aboliſhing nominal 
Chriſtianity on that Pretext | is wholly ceas'd. , 


For the reſt; it may perhaps admit a Con- 
troverſy, whether the all Notions of 
Religion whatever, would be convenient for 
the Vulgar. Not that I am in the leaſt of 
iniam with thoſe who hold Religion to 
Ny been the Invention of Politicians, . to 
keep the lower Part of the World in Awe by 
the Fear of inviſible Powers: Unleſs Mankind 

were then very different from What it is os 


—— 


(+41. 
for I look upon the *Maſs; or of our 
Feople here in England, to 77 berg 
ers, that is to ſay as ſtaunch Unbeliovers, as 
any of we higheſt Rink: However Tam 
of Opinion, that ſome- few ſeattered Notions 
of a ſu Power, are of fingilar Uſe” a- 
mong the common People ople, 2s Aer ex- 
cellent Materials to kee om ing Foc "qu 
they grow peeviſh, a 
Amuſement in a tedious Winer Night 1 


Laſtly, tis 08 as a Saru * 
tage, that the * f Chriſtianity will 
very much contribute to the uniting of Pro- 
teflants, enlarging the Terms of Com- 
munion ſo as to ke in all Sorts of Diſſen- 


45 


ters, who are now ſhut out of the Pale upon 
account of a few Ceremonies, which all Sides 
confeſs to be things indifferent : That this 
27 7 n anſwer the great Ends 
of a for Comprehenſion, by opening 
a large noble Gate, at Which all Bodies may 


enter; whereas the c withiD:fenters, 
and dodping about this or t other Ceremony, 
is but like opening a few Wickets, and leav- 
ing them at jarr, by" which-no more than one 
can get in at a time, and that, not without 
or ee and * and en his 
Body. 


To this 1 Ale ln ite x 85 one "oc 
ling Inclination of Mankind, which uſually 
afeRs 


' the be neither ſts 


examine where! 
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affects to be; a Retainer to Reli 


an, though 
N its G 17 75 not 
its Friend; 1 mean the Gen SPP 155 
which. liyed long beforg 

eaſily 1 3 *. 5 us, 7 G lpſtayoe, 


. 8he O oY nl 5 


among us cond! 
to have u e 20 l 15 the Gl 
2 any Where preſ meg 175 . ueeze 
Countebanee, à ff en 
of Mannets and e or any ace =p 
and Modes of 8 peech different | 0 rea- 
ſonable Part of Ma end; Vet, if Ua Ge 
did not lend its Name, to - the Ga 
and to erpploy.or divert, Tele Humqurs, 5 
would. infallibly.be ſpent in <p 0 9010 8 
tions ta the Law S, Of the Land, Viſtur⸗ 
bance of the; publick Peace. TL en I a Por- 
tion of; Enthuſiaſm aſſigned to eyery, Nation, 


Which if it hach. not proper, Obiects to work 


on, will burſt out, and ſet all the Cquntry in a 
Flame. [Therefore it the 1 oa State can be 
bought by only flingy © 3 font 19 

nies to. deyour, it is a 

would refuſe; let the Tea 5 5 et 
ſelves: About a Funn ſtuffed, w. 
protideckit ill keep them fro eis 1 


1em- 


Fiche T he) \ Inſtitution of Convents abroad, 


ſeems in one Point a Strain of great Wiſdom, 
there being few Irregularitics in human Paſſi- 
ons, which may not have recourſe to vent 
— in ſome of thoſe Orders, which 


are 
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ald ſw many Retreats! for, the. & veaulati de, che 
| Melancholy, the Priv{e, hs e de Palrtick 
andthe Moroſegt ſpend theſc Humours in, and 
evapotate the \noxious Particles l for each of 
whom we in this Iſland are forget gd provide 
a — — Sect of Religion, to keep them 
tz and Whenever Chri/teantty ſho/l be abo- 
, the /Legillature/ mult! find ſorne other 
— — ant entertain them. For 
what imports 1 Row large a Gate you pen, 
if there will be always . hq 

place a Pride in: ot coming ih; 


| . 50 b. 111 whohnovw 1.307 
aving thus Nonſidered VAT? md nt. 
Orden again} Chriſtianity, and the ce 
Advaitages propoſtt by the aholiſhing thete- 
of ſhall -riow with equal Deftrenee and 
Submiſſion ta wiſtt Judgments, as before, prop 
e 
pen re E 
ed; hieh perhaps: the e mr ag 
hive ſoffidendy RR : 


nn bono | 
| ndbls how ah 
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And firſtʒ Lam very 
the Geditlnem.af: Wit » end Pleaſure are apt 
to murmur and the diſguſted at the Sight of ſo 

many. Haggle-Gailed Parſons, that happen to 
fall in the Why; am offend their Eyes; but 
at ſbel ame — wiſe Reſurmers do not 
What an and Felieity it is, 
tot! great Wits: to be always provided with 
One {of Scorn and Contenime; in order to 
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exerciſe and improve their Tulents, and di- 
vert their Spleen from falling on each other, 
of on themſelves, eſpecially when all this may 
be done without the leaſt imaginable Dunger 
to their Perſons. e n 

Rien 12 YRS 1% inet 
And, to urge another Argument of a pa 

rallel Nenn If "Chriſtianity were ko 
aboliſhed, how could the Free-thinkers, the 
firong Reaſoners, and the Men of profound 
Learning; be able to find another Subject fo 
calculated in all Points whereon to diſplay 
their Abilities. What wonderful Productions 
of Wit ſhould we be deprived of, fror tlioſe 
whoſe Genius by continual Practice hath been 


| d upon Naillery and Invectives 
againſt Religion, and would therefore never 
be able to ſtune or diſtinguiſh' themſelves 
upon any other Subject. We are daily com- 
Plaining of the great decline of Wit among 
us; and ſhould we take away the greateſt, 
perhaps the only Topick we Have left?! Who 
would ever have ſufj Mandevill for a 
Wit or Tolind for a Philoſopher; if the in- 
exhatiſtible Stock of | Chriſtianity had not 
been at Hand to provide them with" Mate- 
i wough'all Art or 
Nature could have produced Tina ſor a 
profound Author, or furniſhet him with Rea- 


ders? It is tie wiſe Choice of the Subject that 


'adorns and Uiftinguiſhes the Writer For, 
had a Hundred ſuch Pens as theſe been em- 


ployed 


e the 4 
Side igion, they wou 
ediately . igto Silence and Ob- 


YRS 
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. 4 1 hi ” Ih wholly bree « or 
Fears altogether dase, "that the abo- 
liching of Chriſtianity, 15155 . bring the 
| Cho in D. e put che Senate 
to the Trouble gf another This Vorr, T 
deſire I may not be; miſtaken; I am far from 
preſuming to affrm or think that the Church 


. in D at reſent, or as Things now 
n 05 du 5 0 15 how ſoon it may be 


gion is repealed, 
r a dange- 
I pof Fa lurk under it; have 
A on to 1 thar the 4. 
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1 ſhment : Theſe are very 
d to Ceremonies ; Wt 
binum of Epiſcopacy. 
ee ber the Or- 
ch of Eng land, 
aſon to app el Pro- 
bo but Fat may be 

of the hurch 

ſetting Go: in hes Stead : Which 
I beg Leave to e 5 1225 Con- 
L a tn at 25 em. * 2 In 


Hine wnets : 
In the Talk Pac 
more plain, 
"all un in the Bol hdr 
14 315 t the Abolich en 
2 an Religion, Will 1 9 0 of 
mig cafn 2 70 to introduce We Kuck 1 
Koa oye 
know, it bag. Þ 


1 5 25 
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Silk-hoods, pinghid Ca 
Sc. Thereft of the Tate wete en nike 
2 Ex- Re 
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eas ſaſt 2 
Cloer, and Nelndu 


ſelves vrithidemute; inſenlth 


Expeditiot:2:{n:dbont; 2 

far this IE — 
not her Majeſty, upon this 
tion of a ight Revarend By} . 
her Attendanca an th Religious Phznome- 
non. n ei a oiider 1 on n 
24 10, ebagt od on, wh 


ry! i A range Kind 
of a — etbae, vlioſe Ter are 


der ta ſccr mr; tote ot to of 
— dae ce — whole Flock 
muſt follow: ; — * — 8 hear 
ir\polt ond Uf 
= Hens in the vrhole 
1 e he! has made it his Hufineſo 
1 wr — Vata paſt, to attand very minute. 

| by to the [Neiftrides, and) Ptoceetings of the 
two Wb; and-has the greateſt Reaſon'in 
the Worl them bath. to be Popiſh 
Prieſts. However, he * abſolutely ſite, ole 
„ 2 a 2 19 0 n 
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while he is con 


triving to 


the Hands of the 


—_— 
But; If n all I have: ſaid. 
+ cg bo _—_ hglt, 1 
_ b mn ty; 
{offer an Amendment. That 
— ord Chryſzanity, may be put 
Religion in Generul, which, I conceive; will 
— better anſwer. all the good Ends propo- 
ſed by the Projectors of it. For, as — 2 | 
we-leave in Being a God and his Providews, 
with all the neceſſary ences which 
curious and inquiſitive Men will be apt to 
draw from ſuch Premiſes,” we do not ſtrike 
at the Root af the Evil, though we ſhould 
ever - ſo effeftually annihilate the preſent 
Scheme of the Goſpel : For, of what. Ule is 
Freedom of Thought, if it will not produce 
Freedom of Action? Mhich is the fol End, 
How remote Ar — audi all Ob- 
jections againſt Chriſtianity dre, the 
He- Tiste conſider: it 48 4 Sort of Edifice, 
wherein all he Parts have ſuch a mutual De- 
—— each other, that if you happen 
to: pull out one ſingle Nail, the whole Fa- 
brick falls tote Grougd.. This was happily 
expteſt > by one: ho bnd heard of a len 
brought far: Proof of the Trinity, which in 
an ancient Manuſcript was differently read : 
He thereupon/immediately,cook. the Hint, and 
%% 5 r Deduction of a long Sori bes, . 
more concluded ; : Why, if it be as on {a 7 


rho From which, and many the like 
Inſtances, 


whore and drink. on, and defy the jy 
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Shack of. Perfia, ſo his People would be more 
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1 32 
think can «Bn Ge 


the Enem 0 Freedom of 
yy en Pho att £5 
ts Bi: fx In Mig ty +34 8115 oft rm * 2 5 97 
4 2 be Wiible, if n all yes be Ice 
Beneſit of the Church and State; that 
Sekten ee aboliſhed; Iconeeive, hows 
ever, it may be mort convenient to defer the 
Execution to a Tune of Peace; und not ven- 
ture in this Con to difoblige our Al- 
. 259 5 — 
many of then, by the Preſadioes of their 
N N of 
Pride in Appllation. f 
rejected by them, . are to 0 rel A 
ance with the Turk; We Rall find ourſelves 
much deceived. For; as he is too remote, 
rally engage in War with the 


as do place 4 


5 


ſeandalized at our Infiielity; thaw out Chriſtian 
Neighbours. For the Tur in ard not only ſtriet 
Obfarvers of Raligious Morſhiß 3 but What is 
worſo, believe a God! Which is mare thay is 
required of us, even Whils' we - the 


* * 
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To conclude, Whatever ſome may think 
of the great Advantages to Trade by this fa- 
wurite Scheme, I very much apprehend, 
that in ſix Months Time aſter the Act is paſſed 
for the Extirpation af the- Goſpel, the Bank, 
and the e. Stock, 5 Way poſſibly fall, at 
leaſt, One t. And fince that is 
. _ than ever Wi Aa fie 
Age thought fit to!venture-for the Preſervation 
of Aan I think there is no Reaſon that 
we ſhould be at ſo great a Loſs, merely for the 
Sake of deſtroying i it. 
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WICKED AUTHORS 


OF THE 
PRESE NT AGE. 


PART II. 


Containing a Praject for the Advancement of 


Religion, and the 5 of Man- 
. 


76th Coma Fun nao, | 


Mavan, | 


V Intention, in prefixing your Lady- 
ſhip's Name, n prefiing yo * 


F cot, to deſire 7 7 e of the follow - 
ing Papers, w to be a very unrea- 
x ks 


( 35] 
ſonable Requeſt ; ſince by being inſcribed: to 
our Ladyſhip, though without your Know- 
edge, and from a concealed Hand, can- 
not recommend them without ſome Suſpicion 
of Partiality. My real Deſign is, I confeſs, 
the very fame I have oſten deteſted, in moſt 
Dedications ; that of publiſhing your Praiſes 
to the World. Not upon the Subject of your 
Noble Birth; for I know others as Noble; or 


of the Greatneſs of your Fortune, for I know 
others far Greater; or of that beautiful Race, 


your Ladyſhip might have had a Chance to 
eſcape this Addreſs, In the mean Time, I 
think it highly neceſſary, fot the Intereſt of 
Virtue and Religion, that the whole Kingdom 
ſhould be informed in ſome Parts of your 
Character: For Inſtance, that the eaſieſt and 
politeſt Converſation, joined with the trueſt 
iety, may be obſerved in your Ladyſhip, in 
as great a Perfection as they were ever ſeen a- 
part in any other Perſons. That by your 
E 2 Prudence 
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Prudence and Management under ſeveral Diſ- 
advantages, you have pteſerued the Luſtre of 
that moſt Noble Family into Which you are 
graſted, and Which the unmeaſurable Profu- 
ſion; of Anceſters fot many Generations: had 
too much eclipſed. Then, how happihy you 


perform every. Office of Life into which+Pro- 


vidence hath called you: In the Education of 
thoſe two" incomparable; Daughters, whoſe 
Conduct is ſo univerſally admired 3 in every: 
Do; of a pradent, complying, affectionate; 
WI e 3 m that Caſe, ? which deſcends to the 
meaneſt of your Domeſticks; and laſtly, in 
that endleſs, Bounty to the Poor, and Diſcre-! 
tion Where to diſtribute. it. 1d anſiſt on m 
Opinion, that it às of Importance to the Pub- 
your Ladyſhip n vet, Whoever: goes about to 
inform them: hall, inſtead of finding Credit, 
perhaps. be cenſured for a Flatterer. But to 
avand ſo uſual a Reproach, I declare this to 
be no Dedieation;r but ptoperly an Intro- 
duction to a Propoſal for the Adyancement of 
Religion and Morals; by tracing, however im- 


racter of a Lady, Who Hatha ſpent all her Life 
in the Practice and Fromotion of bot. 
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perfectly, ſome few Linaments! in the Chas: = 
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AMONG. all the 1 — N 
been offered to the Publick, for many 
Pens paſt, I have never yet ſeen or heard of 
12. chat 1 calculated ſor the Improve 
; Which; beſides the Piety 
the Deſigns and, the Conſequences of uch a 
Re ormation with regard to a future State, 
would certainly be the beſt natural Means for. 
advancing the publick Felicity of the Ste, 
as. well as the preſent Happineſs of every in- 
dividual: For I am af Opp. thates mauch, 
as Faith and are, declin'd | 

they, certainly might, in a. fh 
e ee e 
a Fer 8 * mb is. 

of receiving. The-Plan which 1 E | 
med for. executing this. important Deſign, is ſo 
eaſy: and obvious and ſome preſent 
tunities ſo good. that in Order to reduce this: 
Project: to practice, there ſeems, to want .no-. 
thing more than t put thaſe in Mind, Who 
by their Honour, N and Intereſt are ehe. 
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1 very l pelt, haz PE is ** idle 
to ptopoſe remeqies before we are aſſured of 
the: Mas, or to be anxious. for 4 Conſe- 

| ewe are convinced of the Dan- 
1 herefore I ſhall firſt prove in general, 

dal the Nation is extreamly corrupted i 15 Res 
hb igion 
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Phraſe it) and Abe has not accuſtoined himfelf to rail 
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liglon and Morals; and then I ſhall offer a 
Hort Sei for the Reformation of both/ 


I orie: 


„.be ue Firſt; I know it is uk looked 
as a meer Form of Sp 


Di. 
complain” of Uſe e the CA 
9 —— 


Caray "ie wil erbat 
eee Tat. Ki 2 wh 
; . 23 erte 


And in Order ti his, I Mar- Geer no- 
thing but plain Mitter of Fact without Ex- 
aggeration or Satire. I ſuppoſe it will be 


;. 11010 AS 2 


ay "1 rſt boy the D's Pardon — adſolately 
is . inction de made — du 
a ve to wixt 

N 
t prov t 

exceed the . Ages in Wickedwdſs}, but, ll this is 
made univerſally Evident, it will ſtill remain with, me, 
and I believe with many others, a very great Doubt. 4x 
I may venture to affirm, that any Man, tolerabl; ell 
read in Hiſtory, Sacred and Prophane, (as the 


viſhly. at the Times he lives in, and the People about 
E t have . that the * had Fg 
near the fame Proportion of Good 44 Evil among t 
the Moderns ; — — n greatef} Reafon to believe 
that Aforal Firtue in Particular, never was ſo: much culei- 
OI Eſpecially in this, and other Proteſtant 


untries 


Num- 


Tai 
Numbers of them entirely diſcard it, and arc 
ready to own; their Diſbelief of ali Revele. 
Diſcourſe. Nor is the Caſe 


d —— 
hath ſo little Senſe of 1 


a _ to — — 


— anch 
could not — — three L ker 
ſeemed to 


en are 
equally manifeſt; They never go about as in 
ne Timm hide, — their Vices, 
but expoſe them freely to publick View, Mk 
any. common Qccurrences.of Life, with- 
out: the leaſt from the World or 
themſelves; for Inſtance, any Man will tell 
you, he intends to be drunk this Evening, or 
was ſo laſt Night, with as lintle Ceremony or 
— he would tell) the Time of the 
Where He will let you know he is going to a 
beg” og iags got a Cap, withs N 
| ———— heme. a Piece of 
News. He will ſwear, curſe, or ene 
— leaſt Paſſion or Provocation, 0 
0˙ 
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tho' all Regard fbr Reputation is not quite 
laid aſide in the other Ser, tis however Ar fo 
low - an Ebb, that very few among them 
ſeem to think Virtue. and Conduct of abſo- 
lute Neceſſity for preſerving: it. If this be 
not ſo, how comes it to paſs, that Women 
of tainted Reputations find — ſame Coun- 
tenances and Reception in all publick Plages 
with thoſe of the niceſt Virtue: Who pay 
and receive Viſits from them without any 
Manner of Scruple?-/ Which proteeding, I 
take to be of the icious Conſequence: 
It looks like a Sort of compounding: between 
Virtue and Vic. This ityof Man- 
ners, I believe, our great athers and 
Grandmothers were very freꝶ fm. In the 


honeſt: Days of good: Queen Bi, the Wiſe: 


of a Plain Country Gentleman, who managed 
his own Eſtate, and fent his Corn to e 
would have been allowed the Precedency in 

all Places, before any W-re of Quality in 
the Kingdom. But our modern EAdies are 
allowed to be vicious, provided they be not 
p . 2 Accra Point 
where! Gallantry! ends and Infamy begins; or 


that an hundred (criminal Amours Were not as 


. as half a Score. , ox 7 © 21 F943 
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ming: The Cheats, the Quarrels, 
and Blaſphemies along the Men; 
the 
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*s 125 t of 0 
rupt 12 08 1 5 as in Sr ee; the ma- 


5 ok the] 


W Affairs among che 
ted Freedoms, the unde- 


e e 


1 :wdneſs, when alter an ill the 81 
Perſon — 2 — the Defects of x 6 Park: 25 


Rule on ſuch, Qccaſions holding true 
* as 1 toes ip Law, Quod non babet. 4 
4 an "eg I 2c olive & 
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cal Scenes and 8 the Fr on 
-0Zenage of ogy 


x Yo 3 "that inſatiable & 
Tg Q gelten, the Law, +. 


fied at theſe onl 7 without the 1720 
Mexit or, cations: The cor- 


into 


8 thoſe who 


ay. ;deteſ} 
nent of 


repreſent, the Fenk be 


* —_ 4 Factions among the Re | 


e ng of 


. e theſe 1 e en be 


5 ce Paten 21 laſtly, the a: Bw? to, 


ele. will 1 45 Late, if w E | 5 
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This is an 1 
vities among 
ticulars: 


bour. 


a wild 
may 


ments 
h ot 


means it is in 
bring Piety 
them become n 
or Favour and \Preferment. 
in 3 ſhort Time would make Religion 83 0 
Wer dee ene ffhionable Covi 
Virtues, n taken vp a8 che only Me- 


to get or N 1 there. 


fs tee : 
Will al ave a mig 

_— the Age is 5 5 

y clear from, 

kr. far there 

84525 than the p 

= 5 IE 8 his % 


NN, 


'For 


Us, without 


entering 1 

that would be an endleſs « 1 
But as univerfal and deep 

theſe appear to be, I am quite deceived, if 
an effectual Remedy m 
moſt of them; neither am J at pre 
culative Project, but _ - one 
eaſily. 
while the Preropative. of gil 
continues in the Crown, 
by Subordination. © 
the Power of the Prince to 
and Virtue into "Faſhion, . 
eceſſary Qualifi 


might not 


ple of a 


AT 


rooted as 
be 


nt u 


For, by this 


» © Whic 
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Prince 


inns even 


This is ma- 


Prince on the 
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* quite 


De 
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ut in Execution :, ally 
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rience,” For 
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© CcommprivateLife;wbercin, without Flattery, : 
ef iEngland: Yet will it be neither tire, - or | 

peeviſh Invective to affirm, that Infidelity- 

and Nice are not much diminiſhed fince his 

coming to the Crown, nor will, in Prohabi- 

- - hy, Vw ſome more effectual medies be 
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| Thus human Nature ſeems to lie under 
4, 2 | | 1c under q 
— this difadyantape, that this Example alone of 
aa wieipus Prince will, in a ſmall Time corrupt 
4 the Age; as in that of Ki Charles the ge * 
| cond : But the bare Example of a good One Fs 
will never he ſufficient to reform it, without 
* further Endeavaurs. Princes muſt therefore 
© -topply this Defect by a yigorous Exerciſe of 
_ © that Authority which the Law: has put into 
their Hande dy making it every Man's Inte- 
- reft.-and, Honour, to cultivate Religion and 
Wie; by; rendering. Vice, a Diſgrace, and 
7 the certain Ruin to Preferment or Pretenllons: 
© "AlFwhich they ſhould firſt ende ahr to Ex- , | 
Leute in their own Courts and Families, For 
** 1 nigh not the King's Domeſticks.of © | 
the middle and lower Sort, be obliged.” upon 
Penalty of Suſpenſion, or Loſs of their Em- 
Piment, to a regular publick/ Exergifer of 
eus Worſhip, to a decent Behaviour in 
dhe Church, to auoid Swearing ahd irreligious 5 
| 2 e and to the Appcarangg 
**. rn | at 
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at leaſt of reihe 
not thie Care of all Gy be aa to 
ſtrict Inſpection 'of f 
not thoſe of higbef f 
to his Majeſty, 


tine or ith moral Principles! is 
one who enters u 


— 


1 64 2 5 | 
rance and: chaltity 7 


le and nearer Acceſs! 
Have his '6wn Commands 6" 
the ſame Purpoſe; and receive the r bye 
probation, or © Reſentment” In Coin bring © 


their Compliance? Might not his Majefty — 


' his 1 5 on the Biſhops and other great 
— 5 wndoubted Piet, to make diligent 

ry, and ge him Notice vf ah Pero 
5 him, who Thould ptove 1e beter Aber 


Parallel to thiat againſt Simomy, 

miniſtered to the Clergy , Pg 
doubted, but if theſe or The! Tie Proceed 
were dul obſerv'd, Morality and Religi 


and be lesked 


upon as the only Methods to atta 
Poſſeſſion of Employments' there: 
_ Conſider atio or only, would hade a 
Thnfluence over oft 


5 Gen, 
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E ſbeh le 
far W. ſſible among 
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Oil 
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Officers? Might 


Might not every 


ahy "Office in Nis Ma” 
jeſty's Houfhold, be obige to take am Out 
Which 18 442 * 


not to bs 
nes 


as I - before S, wocdd den Secofte 
faſhignable Court Vue 
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N the Nobility and” Prins. A 
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þ as Wen 5 dee Feste | 
thoſe who are, or would 
bean the great "Offices of the State, we ſhould” 


a We — to ſee how general a Reformation 
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* (a) 
4 it. would in Time among un For 
; if Piety and Virtue were once reckoned Qua. 
_ liffcations* neceſſary för Preſerment; every ' 
Man thus endowed, when put into high. Sta- 
Would readily imitate the King's Exam- 
the W of * in his 
e ate Favour, or in- 
Dit Partly, would Aa be 
as à Miſdemeanor, by which he would in- 
flair forfeit. his Station and his Credit at 
' Court. And, there being ſuch es 
pe Em nt, 5 throughout his 
' * be if all theſe — Ex- 
oma) 


the Probity and Strictneſs of their Manners, 
Things would ſoon take à new Turn, ap- 
Pear with a new Face, _— receive a 


Encouragement. - Nor would the 
"all Blick Welfite be en advanced | ſince, of 


Dee is not in Capacity or Underſtanding, 
dut in oommmon Honeſty. I know no Place 
ber 'Em nt for which Piety 
any Man; and if it did, I doubt the Obje- 
Sion would nt be very ſeaſonably offered at 


preſent : Becauſe, it is perha 85 PLOT. 


flection, that in the Diſpoſ of a ihe the 
Helen whber « Fehn be ft for what he 
i recommended, is very often the _ that 
Ur- _ kms 
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As there are ſeveral FG Vieesa-!' ©, 
mong us, which are frequently practiſed, 
and are notorious” to the Eye of the whole 
World, and yet eſcap or luda be Puniſh 
ment of any Law ve have hitherto: invented: 
Or e we have had no Law at all a- 
them ; ſuch a Atheiſm, Drunkenneſs,. 
3 Avarice, - and ſeveral: others. 89 I 
havdiinfrond {tmagined; that ſomething 
to the Office of —— 
would be of 


parallel 
among the Lange, 
great Uſe to — might be 
limited ſo far as to run no Hazard of its being — 


carried to an exorbitant Height. The Romans: 
underſtood Liberty at leaſt as well as we, 
were as jealous of it, and upon eyery Occa- 
ſion 8 bold Aſſertors. Vet I do not remerti#” 
ber, to have read any great Complaints 0 
Abuſes in that Office among them, but man; 
admirable Effects of it are left upon Recotd. 
Were ſuch an Office as this Emi eſtabliſhed 
among us, and wiſely regulated, the aboye+ 
mentioned Vices and Encrtniies. (which at 


preſent out of _—_ Reach of the Lau) 
+ Wai ne under its Cognizance, 


Nay — much reformed. Suppoſe for-- An-: 
lunes, be, dn itinefant. Commiſſioners were ap - 
pointed to inſpect every whege throug ears yea 
whole: Kingdom, into the Conduct of Men 
b eſpect to their Morals and 
Religion 25 well as their, Abilities; to receive 
the Complaints and Informations that ſhould 
| be. offered againſt them, and make their Re- 


port 


8 


10 


. 
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Por upon Oath „to the ror = 
oe. of. the Order, ee be inveſted 
with full Power and Authority to ſit in 
udgment and inflict ſuch Puniſhments on the 
Offenders, as he ſhould think adequate to 

their Crimes, and Immoralities ; and to con- 
fer Favours on and worthy Men, and 
render their Merit oonſpicuous to the World: 
And furely fix thouſand Pounds a Vear would 
not be ill applied, if ſettled upon as many 


Commiſſioners'duly qualiftc, who ſhould bs 
1 obliged in Perſon to take their 


yearly Cir- 
cuits in three Diviſions. But I avoid en- 
tering into the Particulars: of this Scheme, 

Which, as it comes from a private Hand, 
; may be liable to many Defects, tho' it may 
foon be A W 


12 
a But this is belle x my preſent Devign, ich 

was only t6ſhew what degree of Reformation 
lies in the: Power of the King Po the-In- 
of the Legiſlature, and which his 
Majeſty is obliged in to endeavour 


by his nan as * as he does * his 
W ” "iy FO DO ons want 


Inte it Gen nd, 8 


this great Town hath a mighty Influence over 
the whole Kingdom; and it is manifeſt that 


the Ton is equally influenced by the Court 
and de Miniſtry, and ec who by their 
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ents br their 1 | 
er Ne es Bo 2 * 
ſo excellent a Prince + * bis preſent Majeſty, 
1 have above propoſed; 
, where every ſingle Man Was of 
diſtinguiſhed Piety : and blboke great Offices 
of State and Law filled aſter the fame Man- 
ner: And with ſuch as would be equally di- 
ligent in càuſing the ſubordinate Officers to 
follow the E of their Supetiors, un- 
der the Penalty of Loſs of Favour and 
Place: And then will not every Body 1 
that the Empire of Vice and Irreligion 
would ſoon be deſtroyed in this great Me- 
tropolis, and receive a terrible Blow through- 
out his Majeſty'swhole Dominions ; | 
part of which hath ſo great an c 
with it, and ſo much affects to follow it Fa» 

n ? | 
CT trot om hit + * ' 

For if Religion were once Weed to 

be the neceſſary Step to Favour and Prefert 
ment; can it be imagined that any Man 


would openly "offend. againſt, it, Who > Bad the 
leaſt regard for —— or his Fortune? 


There is no Quality ſo contrary to any Nature, 
which Men cannot affect ang put on upon Oc- 
caſidn, in order to ſerve an Intereſt, or gratify a 6 
prevailing Paſſion. The Proudeſt Man will 

onate: Humility, the Moroſeſtlearn'to flat- 
ter; the Lazieſt will be ſedulous and Active, 
haha — —_— has . 


1... 
at Heart; how ready therefore. would Men 
he..to-ſtep in the Paths of Vittue and Piety, 
if they were once made the my 5 to Fa- 
vour and Fortune, dats 


11 Swearing and 88 PRETTY 
apen and avewed Lewdneſs, exceſſive Gam- 
iug and Intemperance, were a little Pour | 
tenanced in the Army, I cannot readily 
what ill Conſequences could reaſonably - — 
prehended ; for if Gentlemen of that Profeſſion 
were at leaſt obliged to ſome external Deco- 
rum in their Conduct; or even if a profligate 
Life and Character were not a Means of Ad- 
vancement, and the Appearance of Picty a 
moſt infallible Hinderance, it is impoſſible the 
Corruptions there ſhould be ſo univerſal and 
exorbitant. I have been aſſuted by ſeveral 
great Officers, that no Troops abroad are fo 
ill diſciplin d as the Engliſb, which cannot 
Well be otherwiſe, while the 1 5 Sol- 
diers have petually re their Eyes the 
vicious * — of their Leaders; * it is 
hardly poſſible for thoſe to commit any Crime, 
whereof theſe are not * more GY. 
and with leſs e 


1 have ofien heard. it laid to the Charg e of 
the Army, that the beaſtly Vice of 9 A 
Exceſs, was not only firſt TR ht among us by 
Denkern of that Gen, but that it hat 


cultivated 


. 59]; 
always been cultivated, and is now carried on 
by them to the higheſt Pitch of Wickedneſo, 
Filth, and Odiouſneſs. Nay, in Truth, this 
ſtupid ſhameleſs Vice is now ſo epidemical a- 
mong us, that not only Tinkers, Car-men, 
Kennel-Rakers, and Soldiers; but many of 
the young Nobility and Gentry are be- 
come great Proficients: And the latter Claſs 
take no more care than the former to hide 
their Talents, but are entirely got beyond all 
Senſe of Shame, or Fear of Reproach. 


But this might ſoon be remedied, if the 
King would think fit to declare, that no young 
Perſons of Quality whatſoever, who were no- 
toriouſty addicted to this or any other Vice; 
ſhould be capable of his Favour, or even ad- 
mitted into his Preſence: With poſſitive Or- 
ders to his Miniſters and others in great Offi- 
ces, to treat them in the fame Manner; after 
which, all Men who had any regard for their 
Reputation, or any Proſpect of Preferment, 
would avoid their Company. This would 
quickly make Vice ſo ſcandalous, that thoſe 
who could not ſubdue, would at leaſt endea- 
vour to diſguiſe it. 


- By the like Methods a Stop might be put 
to that ruinous Practice of deep Gaming: 
for the Reaſon why it prevails ſo much, is. 
becauſe a Treatment direchly oppoſite in every 

| * Point 
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Bvint is made uſe of to promote it; by which 


means the Laws made againſt this Abuſe are. 
wholly eluded. 


It is a mighty Faſhion. among too many 
weak People to rail and ſneer at Univerſity 
Education; but I am firmly perſwaded that 
this Cry is generally ſet up by thoſe, who ei- 
ther never were ſent to à College, or through 
their Irregularities and Stupidity never made 
the leaſt Improvement while they were there. 
J have at leaſt forty of the latter ſort now in 
my Eye; ſeveral of them in this Town, 
whoſe Learning, Manners, Temperance, Pro- 
bity, good Nature, and Paliticls, are all of a 
Piece: Others of them in the Country, 

prefling their Tenants, tyrannizing over tho 
Neighbourhood, cheating the Vicar, talking 
Nonſenſe, and getting drunk at the Seſſions. 
It is from ſuch Seminaries as theſe that the 
World is provided with the ſeveral Tribes and 
Denominations of Free-Thinkers, who, in 
my Opinion, are not to be reformed by Ar- 
guments to prove the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, becauſe: Reaſoning will never bring 
a Man to correct an ill Opinion, which by 
| Reaſoning he never acquired: For in the 
Courſe of Things, Men always grow vicious 

before they become Unbelievers; but if theſe -» 
People were once convinced that they are 
| Profligates, by Arguments drawn from a' 
2 5 View 
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View to their own Quiet, Reputation, Health,” 
and Advantage, their . Infidelity would ſoon 
drop off: This, indeed, I confeſs, is no ea- 
ſy Taſk ; becauſe it is almoſt in a literal Senſe, 
fo fight with Beaſis: For it is allowed on all 
Hands, that the People of Great Britain are 
more corrupt in their Morals than any other 
Nation this Day under the Sun. And this 
Corruption is more owing to other Cauſes, 
both numerous and obvious, than to the Pub- 
lication of irreligious Books: Which indeed 
are but the Conſequence of the former. For 
all the Writers againſt Chriſtianity, ſince the 
Revolution, have been of the loweſt Rank. 
among Men, in regard to Literature, Mil, 
and good Senſe and upon that Account wholly 
unquallified to propagate Infidelity and Wick 
edneſs, unleſs among the People already aban- 
doned. a” baſh, 4105 


I am almoſt of Opinion, that the Trade 
of: Infidelity, bath been taken up only for an 
Expedient to keep in Countenance that uni- 
verſa] Corruption of Morals, which many other 
Cauſes firſt contributed to introduce and to 
caltivate. And thus Mr. Hobbs's Saying upon 
Reaſon, may be much. more D 
to Religion: That, If Reli gion will be againſt 
a Mun, a Man will be againſt Religion. 
Though after all I have heard a profligate 


Offer much ſtronger Arguments againſt paying 


his Debts, than ever he was known to do 
| againſt 


53.3 


againſt Chriſtianity; indeed the Reaſon Was, 
becauſe in that Juncture he happened to be 


cloſer preſſed by the Bailiff than the Parſon. 


It cannot be denied that the Want of ſtrict 
Diſcipline-i 8 the Univerſities, hath been of 


rnicious Conſequence to the Youth of — 
8 who are there leſt almoſt entirely 


their 7 Management; eſpecially of 
amon m of better Quality and Fortune: 
Who band they are not under a Neceſſity of 
making Learning 4 5 Maintenance, are eaſlly 
ro to paſs their Time and take their, 
Degrees with little or no Improvement Than 
which there cannot be a greater Abſurdity. 
For if it is of no Advantage to them, to acquire 
Knowledge in thoſe Places, the Time there 
ſpent is at beſt utterly loſt: Becauſe every 
ornamental Part of Education is better taught 
elſewhere; and as for keeping Youths out of 
Harms- way, I doubt, that where ſo many of 
them are got together at full Liberty of doing 
what they 3 it will not anſwer the End. 
But, — 1-6 Abuſes, 9 or De- 
viations from Statutes are crept into the Uni- 
verſities, through Neglect, or Length of Time; 
they might, in a great Degree, be reformed 
by ſtrict Injunctions from Court, (upon each 
Particular) to the Viſitors and Heads of 
Houſes: Beſides the peculiar Authority which 
. 2 may have in ſeveral Colleges, where 
Predecefiors were the Founders. And 


among 


[51] 


among other Regulations, it would be very 
convenient to prevent the Exceſs of drinking 
among the young Students together with that 
ſcurvy Cuſtom, (and Parent. of the former 
Vice) the taking of Tobacco : Except where 
it is abſolutely neceflary i in Point of Health. 


Nm the Univerſities, the you Nobility 
and others of great Fortunes, are Ear for up 

to Town, for fear: of contracting any Airs er 
Pedantry by a College-Education; and many of 
the lower Gentry retire to the Inns of Court, 
where they are left to their own. Diſcretions. 
And the Conſequence of this Remiſneſs in 
Education appears by obſerving, that Nine or 
Ten of thoſe who riſe in the Church or the 
Court, the Law or the Army, are. younger 
Brothers, or new Men, whoſe narrow For- 
tunes have forced them upon Induſtry and 


OE. 


As for the Inns'of © ourt, leſs + we ſup- 
poſe them to be much degenerated, they. 
muſt needs be the worſt inſtituted Semina- 
rles in any Chriſtian Country; but whether 
they may be corrected without the Interpoſi- 
tion of the Legiſlature, I have not Skill enough 
to determine. However this is certain, that. 
all wiſe nations have agreed in the Necefſi- 
ty of a ſtrict Education; conſiſting, among 
other Things, in the Obſervance of moral 


Duties: |; Eſpecially Juſtice, Temperance, and 
Chaſtity 


55 ] 
Chaſtity ; as well as the Knowledge of Arts, 
and bodily Exerciſes:- All which, among us, 
are laug hed out of Doors. 


Without the leaſt Intention to offend the 
Clergy, I cannot but think, that through a 
miſtaken Notion and Practice, they prevent 
themſelves from doing much Service (which 
otherwiſe might lie in their Power) to Reli- 
gion and Virtue: I mean, by affecting ſo 
much to converſe with each other, and ca- 
ring ſo little to mingle with the Laity. 
They have their particular Clubs, and parti- 
cular Coffee-houſes, where they generally ap- 
no in Cluſters. A fingle Divine dares hard- 
y ſhow his Face in any Company of fine 
Gentlemen ; or if he does happen to fall in 
with them, he is ſilent, and ſuſpicious, in con- 
tinual Apprehenſon, that ſome pert Man of 
Pleaſure ſhould break an unmannerly Jeſt 
and render him ridiculous. - Now I take this 
Behaviour of the Clergy to be juſt as reaſon- 
able, as if the Phyſicians, ſhould agree to ſpend 
their Time in viſiting one another, or their 
ſeveral Apothecaries, and leave their Patients 
to ſhifc for themſelves. In my humble Opi- 
nion the Buſineſs of the Clergy lies only a- 
morg the Laity ; nor is there perhaps a more 
effectual Way to forward the Salvation of 
Men's Souls, than for ſpiritual Perſons to 
make themſelves as agreeable as they can in 
the Converſations of the World: For:which 

e 4 


\ 
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a learned Education gives them great Advan- 
tages, if they would pleaſe to improveand make 
uſe of them. It ſo happens, that the Mer of: 
Pleaſure, who never go to Church, nor a- 
muſe themſelves with reading Books of De- 
yotion, form- their Ideas of the Clergy from 
a few poor Strollers they oſten obſerve in the 
Streets, or ſneaking out of ſome Perſon of 
Quality s Houſe; where they are hired by the 
Lady at Ten Shillings a Month; while thoſe 
of better Figure and Parts do but ſeldom ap- 
pear to correct theſe Notions. And let ſome 
Reaſoners think what they pleaſe, tis cer- 
tain, that Men muſt be 9 to eſteem 
and Reſpect the Clergy, before they can be 
er to be in Love with Religion. No 
an values the beſt Medicine, if adminiſtred 
by a Phyſician who is a Perſon he hates or 
deſpiſes. If the Clergy wire as forward to 
appear in all Companies, as other Gentlemen, 
and would a little ſtudy the Arts of Conver-- 
fation, to make themielops agrecable; they 
might be welcome at every Party, where 
there was the leaſt Regard for Politeneneſs 
or good Senſe; and conſequently prevent a 
thoyſand vicious or prophane Diſcourſes, as 
well as Actions; neither would Men of Un- 
derſtanding complain, that a Clergyman was 
a Conſtraint upon the Company, becauſe they 
could not ſpeak Blaſphemy or obſcene Jeſts 
before him. And; while the People are ſo jea- 
of the * Ambition, as to abhor all 
T houghts 


US]; 
Thoughts of the Return of Eccleſiaſtick Diſ- 
eipline among them, I do not; ſee: any other 
Method left for Men of that Function to 
take, in Ordet to reform the World, than by 
uſing all honeſt Artz to make themſelves ac- 
cep to the Laity. This no Doubt, is 
Part of that Wiſdom of the Serpent, which 
the; Author of Chriſtianity directs, and is the 
very Method uſed by St. Paul, 205 became all 
Things to all Men; 7 the Joy! a . and a 
Grab the Gre. JI ft 4 40543907 08 


But, 3 what 1 8 ſaid, it 
way be very. difficult. to remedy. theſe Incon- 
veniendies, ſince the Clergy ſeem to be of O- 

pinion, . that this Humour of ſequeſtring them- 
ſelves is à Part of their Duty; nay, they have 
been told ſo by ſome; of their Biſhops in-their 
Paſtoal Letters, particularly by one among 
them of great Merit and Diſtinction: Who 
yet in his own Practice hath all his Life-time 
taken a Courſe directly contrary. , But I am 
deceived, .if an awkward 9 and Fear of 
ill Uſage from the Laity, have not a greater 
Share in this miſtaken Conduct, than their 
own. Inclinations.; However, if the out ward 
Profeſſion of Religion and Virtue, were once 
in Practice and Cauntenance at Court, as 
well as 1 all Men in Office, or who 
have any Hopes or Dependance for Prefer- 
ment; a IF Treatment of the Clergy would 
| be Th pn Conkguence of ſuch a Re- 


formation; ; 
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formation; and they would ſoon be wiſe e- 
nough to ſee their own Duty and Intereſt in 


qualifying ' themſelves for La ws -Converſation, 


when once they were out of Fear of being 
affronted * Ribaldry or FIPS. = wills 


There is one farther: Cum er 
this Occaſion, which 1 am not ſure tliat it 
will be very orthodox to mention; the Cler- 
gy are the only Set of Men amongſt us who 
conſtantly wear a diſtinct Habit from others: 
The Conſequence of which (not in Reaſon, 
but in Fact) is this, that as long as any ſcan- 
dalous Perſons appear in that 1 Dreſs, it will 
continue in ſome Degree a Maſkæ of Con- 
tempt. Whoever happens to ſee a Scoundrel 
in a Gown, reeling Home at Midnight (a 
Sight neither frequent, nor miraculous)" is apt 
to entertain an ill Idea of the whole Order, 
and at the ſame Time to be extremely com- 
forted in his own Vices. Some Remedy 


might . to this, if thoſe ſtraggling Gen- 


tlemen who come up to Town to ſeek their 


Fortunes, were fairly diſmiſſed to the g. 
Indies, where there is Work enough, and 


1 


where ſome better Proviſion ſhould be made 
for them, than I doubt there is at preſent. 
Or what if no Perſon were allowed to wear 
the Habit, who had not ſome Preferment in 
the Church, or at leaſt ſome Temporal For- 
tune ſufficient to keep him out of Contempt ? 


T Rong in my Opinion, it were infinitely 
better 


[159] 

better H all the Clergy, except the Biſhops, 
were permitted to appear like other Men of 
the graver Sort, and only to wear the Ca- 
nonical Habit, while they are exerciſing the 
Duties of their Function. * | 


Adore Ile af: 6 whit to ſay up- 
on the frequent Cuſtom of wma K f 
Atheiſm, Deiſm, © Pree-Thinking, the 
like, as young Divines are particularly fond 
of doing, eſpecially when they exerciſe their 
Talent | in Churches frequented by Perſons of 
Quality ; which, as it is but an ill Compli- 
ment to the Audience, ſo I am under ſome 
Doubt whether it anſwers the End: Becauſe 
People under thoſe Een are generally 
no great Frequenters of Churches, and ſo the 
gation is but little edified, for the 
fake of three or - four Fools who are paſt 
Grace. Neither do I think it any Part of 
Prudence, to perple the Minds of well- 
diſpoſed People with Doubts, which probably 
would never have otherwiſe come into 
their Heads. But I am of Opinion, and dare 
be poſitive in it, that not ole in a hundred 

of thoſe who pretend to be Free-Thinkers, 
are really ſo in their Hearts. For there is 
one Obſcrvation which I never knew to fail; 
that no Gentleman of a liberal n, 
and regular in his Morals, did ever pioſeſs 
54 a Free-Thihker + Where then are 
dun H 2 theſe 
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' theſe Kind of People to be found? Among 


Commiſſion of the Peape;! whelt 


their Work and Indu 
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the worſt Part of the Soldiery, made up of 
diſcarded Valets, younger Brothers of obſture 


Families, and others of deſperate Fortunes: 


Or elſe among the idle Ton- Fo and now 
and then, a drunken Squire of the Country. 
Therefore; nothing is plainer, than that Ig- 
norance and Vice are two Ingredients abſo- 
1 in the Compoſition of thoſe 

generally call Free-T, Hintere, who, in 


Pepin * W "are" 10 | Thinkers" "ae" 


x. 7 (19% Ti! {ay 
11 f is a general _ in the Cir of 
Endet e dean n are put into the 


tereſt it is, 
that Virtue ſhould be "utterly baniſhed from 
among us; who maintain, or at leaſt enrich 
themſelves hy encouraging the groſſeſt Immo- 
ralities; to whom all che B of the Ward 
ay Contribution for Shelter and Protection 
rom the Laws. Thus (theſe worthy _ 
rates, inſtead of leſſening Enormities, are 
the Occaſion of twice as much Debauchery 
as: there would be without them: For thoſe 
infamous Women are forced upon doubling 
ſtry, to anſwer tho dou- 
ble Charges, of paying the Juſtice and ſup- 
porting themifelves. Like Thieves who eſcape 
the Gallows, and are let out to _ in order 


| to diſcharge the 9 2h 4% | * 5 
BIO 1 I que- 


[ 60] 
1 Queſtion not but the Government might 
eaſily redreſs this abominable Grievance, 


enlarging 
by endeavouring 


Principles, by none who have not 
conſiderable Fortunes: and perhaps, by re- 
ceiving into the Number ſome 


the moſt 
eminent of the Clergy. ' B y forcing all of them 


upon ſevere Penalties, to "at when there is 


_ Occaſion ; and not permitting any who are 


offered to refuſe the Commiſſion: But in 
theſe twor laſt Caſes, Which are very materi- 
_ T Cone _ will be Ore of m N 
4/1190 1 

. The een 41 thi Stage: 3 is euiecly 
in the Power of the King, and, when we 
eonſider the Co which Theatrical 
Entertainments have on the Minds of young 
People, does very well deſerve the ſtricteſt 
Attention and Care. For, beſide the unde - 
cent and profane Paſſages, and the perpe- 
tual turning into Ridicule the very Function 
of the Priefthood 3 — other Ir- 
in moſt of our , Comedies; 


which haut been formerly pointed out by 
Mr. Colter, and fince his Time by ſeveral 
others: But I think nobody has yet taken ſuf- 
ficient, if any Notice, of that abandoned, pro- 


I. 


fligate Piece, the 
am told, is regularly a6 


/Cuckolds, which 
"ney . on. vie 


uw * 


the Number of Juſtices of the Peace; 
to chuſe Men of virtuous 


—— 2 ́qf _ 


= . . —— 12. — — — — 
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Day that the Lord Mayor makes his Proceſ- 

ſion through the City: which (beſides the 
groſs Affront offered by this indecent Cuſtom 
to the Lord Mayor, who, for ought we know, 
may be a very -worthy.. Perſon)” reflects the! 
greateſt Scandal on the Court for itting - 
it, the Managers for 'exhibitingy'-and the 
whole Audience for enduring it: Much leſs for» 


nme — A 10 
. 5 


Itis worth while to e thy diſtributive 
Jaſtice of our Comedy Writers, which is 
often applied to the Puniſhment of Virtue. 
and the rewarding of Wickedneſs; directly 
oppoſite to the Rules of their beſt Criticks, 
as well as to the Practice of Dramatick 
Poets in all other Ages and Countries. For 
Example, a Country Squire, who is tepre- 
ſented with no ther Vice but that of be- 
ing a Clown, and having the Acbent of a 
particular County upon his Tongue, which is 
neither a Fault nor in his Power to remedy, 
muſt be condemned to marry a caſt Wench: 
or a erack' d Chamber Maid. On the other ſide 
a Rake-Hell of the Town, vrhoſe Character 
is ſet off with no other Accompliſhments but 
exceſſive Prodigality, Prophaneneſs, Intempe- 
rance, and Luſt; is. rewarded: with a Lady 
— great Fortune, to repair his on, which 
his Vices had almoſt ænined. And as in Tra- 
gedy, the Hero is repr ented to have obtained 


many Viddories in 1 to raiſe his _ 
er i 
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[ 63] 
cer in the Minds of the Spectators; ſo the 
Hero of a Comedy is repreſented to have 
been victorious in all * ee for * 
n Reaſon. | I | 


99 


14 don nat remembet "es our Engliſh 3 
ever ſuffered a criminal Amour to ſueceed up- 
on the Stage, till the Reign of, King Charles IL 
Ever ſince —_— Time, » Alderman is made 
a Cuckold, the Innocent believing . Virgin is 
debauched, and Adultery and Fornication are 
ſuppoſed to be committed behind the Scenes, 
as part of the Action. Theſe and many more 
Corruptions of the Theatre, need not con- 
tinue any longer than while the Court is 
content to connive at or neglect them. 
Surely a Penſion would not be ill employ- 
ed on ſome Men of good Senſe, Virtue, Wu, 
and Learning; who might have Power to 
ſtrike out every offenſive or unbecoming Paſ- 
ſage from Plays already written, as well as 
thoſe which: may be offered to the Stage for 
the future. By theſe and other — 
tions, the Theatre might become a very in- 
nocent and uſeful Diverſion, inſtead of being 
a Scandal oe Reproach to ug Wie * 
Country. E 97d 4 min en 2 


It cannot eaſily be anſwered. to God or 
Man, why a Law is not made for limiting 
the Prefs ; at leaſt ſo far as to prevent the Pub- 


liſhing 
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Iiſhing of ſuch pernieious Treatiſes, as under the 
Pretence of Free-thinking, enquiring wato thd 
Sufficrency-of Evidence, ſearching afier i Truth 
&c. endeavour | to overthrow hole Tenets 
in Religion, which have been held inviolable 
almoſt in all Ages, by every Sect that pretend 
to be Chriſtian; and therefore cannot, with 
any Colour of Reaſon, be called Paimwin Con- 
troverſy, or Matters of Speculallon- The 
Da binitcy of the Immortality 4 the S 
and even the ruth of all Revelation, are 
daily ex and denied; treated in che 
moſt inſolent Manner, without the leaſt Re- 
gard to the Importance and Dignity of the 
Subject, or even to common Decency ; * and 
all this, not only in general Converſation, 
but in Books openly printed and publickly 
ſold: T6 the wery lovens Scandal of the Go» 
vernment and of the whole Nation. | 

27 7 1 1417 106 Sn 

The Propoſals I have hitherto- angie for 
the Advancement -of Religion and Morality, 
are ſuch as come within the Reach of the 
Adminiſtration ; ſuch as a pious active Prince, 
with a ſteady Reſolution, might ſoon bring to 
Effect. Nor am I aware of any Objections to 
be raiſed againſt what I have advanced; un- 


A notorious Inſtance of this may be ſeen, in à filly 
profane Pamphlet, Pamphlet, entitled, The Reſurrection of Jeſus con- 
Are in anſwer to the Trial of the Witneſſes, | Se. n 


* = l 
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65 J) 
leſs it ſnould be thought that the making Re- 
ligion a neeeſſary Step to- Intereſt and Fa- 
vour, might increaſe Hypocriſy among us: 
And I really believe it would. But if one 
in Twenty ſhould, by this and the like Me- 
thods, be brought over to true Piety, and the 
other Nineteen be only Hypocrites, the Ad- 
vantage would ſtill be great. Beſides, Hy- 
pocriſy is much more eligible than open In- 
fidelity and Vice; it wears the Livery of Re- 
ligion, it acknowledges her Authority, and is 
cautious of giving a Scandal. Nay a long 
continued Diſguiſe, is too great a Conſtraint 
upon human Nature, - eſpecially an Exgliſb 
Diſpoſition ; Men would leave off their Vices 
out of mere Wearineſs, rather than undergo 


©. 


the Toil and Hazard, and perhaps Expence 
of practiſing them perpetually in private. And 
I believe it is often with Religion as with 
Love, which by much diſſembl ing, at laſt 
gen. %% ß é 


It is certain that a Reformation ſuceſsfully 
carried on in the Cities of London and Dublin, 
would in Time ſpread itſelf. over the two 
Kingdoms, ſince moſt of the conſiderable 
Vouth paſs there that Seaſon of their Lives 
wherein the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions are made, in 
Order to improve their Education, or advance 
their Fortune; and thoſe among them who re- 
turn into their ſeveral Countries, are ſure to be 

iN 1 „ ©, tollpwed 
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| ſhould be obliged to diſmiſs their Gompaty 


from Quarrels ; the Lewdneſs, and Thefts, and 
mperanc 
and Venery, and a thouſand other Evils need- 


[ 66 ] 
followed and imitated as the | x Patterns 1 


Yu and good Breeding. 


In Order to POET RS Vices 8 
Capitals, it would be very inſtrumental to have 
ker made that all Taverns or Ale-Houſes 


by twelve o'Clock at Night, aud ſhut up theic 
Doors; and that no — ſhould be ſuf- 


fered to enter any Tavern'or Ale-Houſe after 
the Lamps were lighted. It is eaſy to conceive 
what a Number of ill Conſequences, ſuch a 
Law would nt; the Miſchiefs ariſing 


Midnight Brawls ; the Diſeaſes of Inte e 


leſs to mention. Nor would it be amiſs if the 


Maſters of publick. Houſes were obliged, up- 


on the ſeyereſt Penalties, to give only a Rea- 


ſonable, proportioned Quantity of Wine, or 


any other Liquor, to every Company ; — 
when he found his Gueſts diſordered with 


Exceſs, to ne | 


I believe Were hardly a Nation 4 in cher 
endem where all Kind of Fraud is practiſed 
with fo much Impunity, and in fo unmea- 


ſurable a Degree, as n us. The Lawyer, 


the Tradeſman, the Mechanick, have ſound 


fo many Arts to deceive in their ſeveral Cal- 


lings, that it is impoſſible for the common 


Prudence of Mankind to guard un ehe 
e 


[67] 


The Vintner, who by mixing Poiſon with his 


Wines, deſtroys more Lives than any malig- 
nant Diſeaſe ; the Lawyer, who perſwades you 
to a Purchaſe, which he knows is mortgaged 
for more than the Worth, to the utter Ruin 
of you and your Family ; the Goldſmith or 
Scrivener, who takes all your Fortune to diſ- 
poſe of, when he has before Hand reſolved 
to break the following Day; do ſurely deſerve 


the Gallows much more than the Wretch 


who is carried; there for ſtealing a Horſe, 
Neither could. the Legiſlature, in any Thing, 


viding ſome effectual Remedies agai 
Evils: Which in moſt Caſes deſerve greater 
Puniſhment than many of thoſe Crimes which 
among us are made capital. | 


The many Corruptions at preſent in every 


Branch of Buſineſs, are almoſt inconceivable. 
It has been computed by ſkilful Perſons, that 
of above fix Millions raiſed every Year for 


the Service of the Publick, one Third at leaſt 
ted as it paſſes through 
the ſeveral Claſſes and Subordinations of artful 
Men in Office, before the Remainder is ap- 


is ſunk and intercep 


plied to the proper Uſe. This is an acciden- 
tal ill Effect of our Freedom: And while 


from within, ner any Views but what are 
biafled towards their own. Intereſt ; there is, 
| no 


more conſult che publick Good, than by 1 
ſe 


ſuch Men are in 'Truſt, who have no Checks 
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no other Fence againſt them, but the Certain 
of being hanged upon the firſt Diſcover 
by the arbitrary Will of an unlimited Mo- 
narch, or his Vier. Among us, the only 
Danger to be apprehended, is the Loſs of an 
Employment: And that Danger is to be elu- 
ded a thouſand Ways. Beſides, when Fraud 
is great, it furniſhes Weapons to defend 2 
And at worſt, if the Crimes be ſo fla 
that a Man is laid aſide out of perfect 81 — 
(which rarely happens) he retires loaded with 
= Spoils of the Nation Et fruitur Diis tra- 

1 could name a Commiſſion where ſe- 
veal Perſons, out of a Salary of five hundred 
Pounds, with ſome other viſible Perquiſites or 
Revenues, have always lived at the Rate of two 
Thouſand; and laid out forty or fiſty Thouſand, 
upon Purchaſes of Land or Annuities. An hun- 
dred other Inſtances of the fame Kind might 
eaſily be produced. What. Remedy therefore 
can be found againſt. ſuch Grievances in a 
Conſtitution like ours, but to bring Religion 
into Countenance, and encourage thoſe Who 
from the Hope of future Re ward, and dread 
of future Puniſhment, will be influenced e o 
act with Juſtice and Integrity. 


And that ſome Attempt ſhould be 1415 8 
towards effecting ſuch a Reformation, is per- 
haps more neceſſary than People commonly. 
ap becauſe the Ruin of a State is 


generally 


/ 


} 


1 6901 
generally preceded. by an univerſal Degeners- 
cy. of Manners, and Contempt of a pon 
which is entirely our Caſe. at preſent. 


! te 3 guy geri, imperas. on. 


| Neither is this a Matter to be aeferred al 
à more convenient Time of Peace and Leiſure, 
Becauſe a Reformation in Men's Faith and Mo- 
rals, is the beſt natural as well as religious 
Means to bring the War to a good Concluſion. 
For, if Men in n Truſt, performed their Duty for 
Confciente-8ake Affairs would not ft 
through Fraud, Falſhood, and Neglect, as 
they now perp etually do: And if Men:þelies 
a God and bis Providence, and acted accord- 
ingly, they might reaſonably hope for his di- 
"_ "ad: in ſo zuſt a Cauſe as ours. 

Mio s bod 

: N or "cad: the Majeſty df the Britiſꝭ Crown 
appear with greater Luſtre either to his Subjeqs 
or. to Foreigners, than hy an Adminiſtration, 
which: producing ſuch extraordinary and good 
Effects, would diſcover ſo much Power; and 
Power being the natural Appetite of Princes, 
a limited Monarch cannot ſo well gratify, it in 
any thing, as by a ſtrict Execution of the Laws, 
by introducing Religion, as much as P de 
be the Turn and Faſhion of the Age: 
only lies in the Power of the King wy Admi- 
iſtration ; the Prince with utmoſt  nridineſs re- 
gulating the Court, the Miniſtry, and other 


Perſons 


MET. 


1 —— 
„ — 


— 
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great Employments; and theſe 

| 1 1 2 
have Dependance on 


EN 21 
All other Methods for attaining this great 
End have hitherto proved ineffectual. Laws 
againſt Immorality have not been executed; 
and Proclamations occaſionally iſſued out to in- 
force them, are wholly unregarded, as Things 
of meer Form, Religious Societies, though 
begun with excellent Intention, and by Per- 
fons of undoubted Piety, ate ſaid to have 
dwindled into faftious Clubs; and become a 
Trade to enrich little knaviſh Iaformers of the 
- meaneſt Rank, ſuch as common TO 


| and broken mas cons aa 


Beſides, all Parties wepht * obliged to 
concur in ſo good a Work as this, for their 
own Reputation: Neither is any Expedient 
more likely to unite them. For the moſt 
Violent men I have ever obſerved, are 
uch, as in the Conduct of their Lives, fave 
- diſcovered the leaſt Senſe of Religion or Mo- 
rality ; and when all ſuch are laid aſide, at 
leaſt thoſe among them who ſhall be found 


incorrigible, it will be a Matter Nen. of 
n 


I have confined my Golf. as 5 
ſerved, to thoſe Methods for the Advancement 


of Religion, which are in the Power of a Prince 
; limited 


[71] 

limited like ours, by a ſtrict Execution of the 
Lore already in force: And this I doubt is a 
deal more than will be reduced 
Practice. Though, if any ſition 
— appear towards 14 good a Work, it is 

* the Aſſiſtance of the Legiſlative 
Power e 1 make it more 
compleat. 


Therefore, to leave theſe airy 


. 


of in new Laws for the Amend- 
ment of Ma ; What I principally. inſiſt 


on, is a due Execution of Va, old; which lies 
wholly in the Crown, and in the Authority 
derived from thence. And (as I aſſerted be- 
fore) if Stations of Power, 'Truſt, Profit, and 
Honour, were conſtantly made the Rewards 
of Virtue and Piety, ſuch an Adminiſtration 
muſt needs have a mighty. Influence on the 
Faith and Morals of the whole Kingdom : 
And Men of great Abilities would then en- 
deavour to excel in the Duties of a religious 
Life, in order to qualify themſelves for pub- 
lick Service. I may poſſibly be wrong in 
ſome of the Means I preſcribe towards this 
End ; but that is no material Objection a- 
gainſt the Deſign itſelf. Let thoſe who are 
at the Helm, contrive it better, which per- 
haps they may eaſily do. Every Body will 
agree that the Diſeaſe is manifeſt, as well as 
dangerous, that ſome Remedy is neceſſary, 
and nt none yet applicd hath been effectual; 


| whech 
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a to an Employment, provided 


Which 4 ir. a ſuff i 2 cuſe + any Man who 
wiſhes well Hl > Corintty," 1 offer His 
Thoughts, what de can Wave" 0 other End 
in View but the Publick God. The preſent 
King is a Pefſon of many good And virtabüs 
ualities : : How "would" it brighten his C 
racter to this and future Ages, if he Woüld 


exert his utmoſt Authority to inſtil the fame 


Virtues into his. . People, which they are too 
enerate ever to learn,” only from his Exam- 
ple. And, be it f oke, with all the Venera- 
tion poſſible, for 0 excellent x Sovereign, 
his beſt Endeavours in this "weighty Affair, 
are a moſt important Part of his Duty, as 
well as his Intereſt, and his Honour. F ; 2 
OY it muſt de Confer, that as Things 
are now, every Man thinks he has laid in à 
ſufficient Stock of Merit, and may "7 well 
e has 
en loud and frequent” in declaring himſelf 
for the Government. *Tis true, he is a Man 
of Pleaſure, and a Free- Tb nher, that is; in 
other Words, he is a Profligate i in his Morals, 
and a deſpiſer of Religion ; but in Point of | 
Party, he is one to be configed in, *Tis 
enough, he is a Perſon fully qualified for any 
Employment in' the Court or the Navy, the 
Law or the Revenue; where he will e ſure 
to leave no Arts untried of ribery, Fraud, 


| Injuſtice, and Oppreſſion, that he can practiſe 


with any Hope of Impunity.- No W 
luc 


* 
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ſuch Men are true ta a Gdverninent, where 
Liberty runs high;: where: Propetty, hoturuer 
attained, is ſo wrell ſecured, and whete the 
Adminiſtratibn is ala ſa gentle : Pi im- 
poſſible thy coul chũuſt any other Conſtitu 
tion, without changing to their Los. 


Sil 1007! wang zi hund bin he ind 
' Fidelity to a pre ſent Eftablifhment, is indeed 
the principal Mans to deſend it from a foreign 
Enemy; hut without other | Qualificatians, 
will not prevent Corruptions from within, and 
States are oſtner ruined by cheſe than the 


other. 


It may probably be a Queſtion, whether 
the Propoſals I have offered towards a Re- 
formation, be ſuch as are moſt prudent 
and convenient; but it is none at all, whe- 
ther a general Reformation be abſolutel 
neceſſary, becauſe: the Nature of Things 
ſuch, that if Abules be not remedied, they 
will certainly increaſe e: or er ſtop till they 
End in the dubverſion, of the Commonwealth, 
As there muſt always of Neceſſity be ſome 
Corruptions, ſo in a well inſtituted State, the 
executive Power will be always contending 
againſt them, by reducing Things (as Machi- 
avel ſpeaks) to their firſt Principles, never 
letting Abuſes grow inveterate, or multiply ſo 
far hat it will be hard to find Remedies, and 
perhaps impoſſible to apply them. As he 


that would keep his Houſe in Repair, muſt 
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| Miſcellaneous Reſlections 


GN 


sen of the 80 B jects. touched up- 
on in the Foregoing ADDREss. 

1 as unreaſonable; for Men to quarrel. with 

one another upon Difference in Opinion: 
becauſe that is/uſually ſuppoſed to be occaſi- 
oned by the 2 innate Turn of his 
Thoughts, which no Man can any more help: 
im himſelf, than he can help the natural Diſpo- 
fitions of his Mind, or Conſtitution of his Body. 
However, I am apt to think that this Maxim is 
not univerſally true; and only "ta in: 
thoſe Caſes dete the Queſtion is pretty; 
equally decided amongſt. the Mise and the 
Laarned. I will give one Inſtance, in which 
the Limitation and Fallibiht/ I of this Notion 
will juſtly appear. 1 Ars aq x ſhould. be fo 
weak as to r wg * un of ab- 


folute Pouer in à f n and ſhould 
oo tell you. * he con help being 15 


this 


Ti is generally ceckoucd: ill Manners, as — 7 
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does not, he ſhould, in all free States, be tr 


Goodneſs he has the 


[75] 
this Opinion : I is bis May of Thinking, 
and he ball akvays maintain and juſtify it % 


be is convinced of the contrary. And I will 


ſuppoſe, as fs bfually the Caſe, chat you find 
it impoſſible to convince him, by any Argu- 
ments drawn from the abſtract Nature of 
Government; Reaſon is generally loſt upon 
this ſort of Politicians: But then he might 


obſerve, that all rational and ſober People 
have quite different Notions; that their Prin- 


ciples have an abſolute Tendency to pro- 


duce good Effects; but that arbitrary Power 
Was ever known to produce à great deal of 


Miſchief wherever it was eſtabliſned. And 
therefore, he 'ought in Conſciende to renounc 
or at leaſt conceal his Opinion: Which if 


ed as the common Enemy of Mankind. Be- 
ſides, I am very ſure that a Man of tolerable 
Reaſon, — E nce, and willing to be 


better informed, may | ppinband he is gat 


into a wrong Opinion; and tho' the whole 


Cod ſe of his Mind and Inclination would per- 
ſwalle Him to belibve it true, yet he may be con- 
vineed that he is in an Error (though he does 
not ſee where it lies) by the bad Effects of it 
tlie common Conduct of his Life; and by 
obſerving thole Perſohd fof whoſe Wiſdlom and 

ateſt Deſerence, to be 
2 a CO — — 4a According to Mr. 
e ee Ps oh 


ing up Avevtn 


Hon © f Reaſoning nh Caſta 
0 ae hoover ade . Ni- 


Hale 


(77] 
* fake in the Sum total, muft allo b aut: 
*©,Tbo' after. repeated Tal be hy nt fr in 


4 "GY e wad has Atte ail. 


AN 


e «h am very eddie what. a Weakneſs And 
Preſumption it is, to reaſon againſt the gene- 
ral Humour and Diſpoſitian of Mankind; 
yet 1 cannot reſiſt my Inclination to tell the 
World, openly and dani, that when any 
one goes about to brach new Opinions, 
and write Books which have no other Ten- 
dency than to eſtabliſh Scepticiſin, to root eve- 
ry it Principle out of the Minds of Men, 
and to extirpate Religion, Orabr, and Sobrie- 
ty out of 1 « World, I. cannot ſee why ſuch 
a Man thould not be treated with as — 
Rigour, as the above- mentioned Advocate for 
* Ane Government. i e 
0 90-5 
- Surely every. e and ſober perſon muſt 
think it a Scandal to any Civil Government, 
elpeciall one ſo well conſtituted as Ours, 
allowed of publiſhing Baek againſt thoſe 
Doctrines and Tenets in Religion wherein all 
Chri/izans hate agreed, and much more t 
cotmive at ſuch . — as reject all Revelation, 
and, by their Conſequences, not only under- 
mine the Foundations of Piety and Virtue, 
8 . ee ee W BY. 
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Every Man of Senſe, Candour, and Inge- 
mity,,. muſt abhor the Humour of the Age, 
in delighting to fling Scandal upon the Cler- 
O in general. Which, beſides the Diſgrace 
to Religion itſelf, caſts an Ignominy on the 
whole Kingdom. We have no better Mate- 
rials to compound the Pr:e/tbood of, than the 
Maſs of Mankind, which, corrupted as it is, 
thoſe who receive Orders muſt have ſome 
Vices to leave behind them when they enter 
into the Church; and if a few do ftill adhere, 
it is no wonder, but rather a great one that 
they are no worſe. And therefore, I do not 
think that the 3 and —＋ 2 which are 
particularly alledged againſt the Clergy, are 
more juſtly laid to their Charge, ded 6 other 
Men; becauſe that would be to make Religi- 
on itſelf, or at leaſt the very beſt. Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Inſtitution in the World, anſwerable for 
the Errors and Depravities of human Na- 


I would not upon any Account be thought 
an Advocate for what ſome People call Prigſi- 
craft; for I really believe there may have 
been ſuch a Thing in the World; but will 
any impartial Man ſay that the Clergy of the 
Church of Englund, or any of their diſſanting 
Brethren ought, now a days, to be charged with 
it ? WilL any Body that is acquainted with the 
Lives and Doctrines of our modern Divines, tax 
them with being remarkable for their Ambi- 
| ton, 


| [79] 
Non, or Love of Power ;) or ſelf-interrefted De- 
Aus, excluſroe: of the Service Neligion; or 
2 dogmatical and occult way of 
impoſing Myſteties on the People; will any 
one I ſay pretend to charge theſe Things up- 
on the Proteſtant Clergy in General? I will 
not deny, but that there are Clergymen in this 
Kingdom, who are as bad as other People: 
Religion does not make every vicious Perſon, 
who may happen to invade the Province of 
good Men, by entering into holy Orders, 
religious and virtuous; neither is it 
able to the Wiſdom of God, or the viſible 
Di ions of his Providence, in the Con- 
ſtitütion of Nature, that it ſhould be ſo. Nor 
is there any Reaſon at all for aſſerting, that 
« Flock of "She are Beaſts of Prey, becauſe 
a few Wolves. have been diſcovered ns 
them 3 in 1 8 en | 
in 
A L am petfomied that ho: hone nd end 
Reader will charge me with being a; Bigot 
from any thing which has been ld in the 
Pages: Becauſe I am ſure there 
been nothing advanced. inconfiſtent with 
Reaſon, or general Notions of plain 
well-meaning © eople. It cannot be denied 
but that every Man has a Right to! judge 
for himſelf in Matters of Religion, and to 
form his Notions of it according. to the 
Rules of Reaſon, the Laws of Nature, the 


Wr of general Axioms, and N 
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ſal Truths; but if we are ſeriouſly. told, by 
People who are remarkable for their WI. | 
dom and good Senſe, for the! Integrity of thei 

Livesi.and : - of their Manners; that 
Gop: himſelf has revealed to us a certain dye 
ſtern bf Religion, conformable to his oun 
Divine Attributes, and adapter to onr Capa- 
citieg that this Revelation is conveyed to us ini 
a: Book called rh Seriptureg which ought ti 


be the Fountain of our Principle, and: Riile 


of ont Faith and Conduct, nod an in or 
divine Speculations and. Practice; but in the mo 
ral Actions of Life, Vught vn not 10 conſidler 
a little: before w venture to pronounie, ba 
allthis is falſo; That there ir no Reaſon or Nen 
ceffity for it, and that: the Lagb: of Nature 
alome-1s. ſufficient p with abundance of the like: 
thoughtleſs Objections. Would it not much. 
more became à rational Creature to proceatt 
upon a Subject of ſo much Importance, with 
great Deliberation and Decency? . And atleaſt 
Sig ourſelves tinue to doubt beforti we deter 
mine Religion is not à Subject ti be treated. 
in Al h lenetick, pee viſh Manner; 

A ee deen with ſo — 
Inſiſſt and Contempt, even ſuppbſing them 46 
be a. Parcel of 4 e aken 2 
he are i gnor ant. 1 A id a thei 
Pleaſures e Free: Fe who knowst 
but if we come to- e the Matter fe 


riouſly and -impartially, vhether it lis not the 
N of every * in * 
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of bis Title and the genuine Character ſigni- 
. fied by it, to act, and think, and b 
Aike a Gentleman; and, if I may be allowed 
the Expreſſion, to talk like a Chriſtian. I 
remember a certain 1 whom I 
-ſhall quote a few Paſſages e I conclude 
.theſe Reflections) ſpeaking of Infidelity tells 
us, that Libertines in Practice and Infidels in 
Speculation, by arrogating to themſebves the 
-ſpecious Title of Free-Thinkers, have annexed 
a bad Idea to the Word, which once fignified 
ſomething highly laudible in any Rank of Life, 
eſpecially among Perſons of a liberal Educa- 


tr on. 


| There has 1 ever boow 4 a Term of Ho- 
our, which has not in Time, by the Miſap- 
plication of it, become a Term of Reproach. 

Thus Free-Thinking, (which is in itſelf the 
Glory and Perfection of human Nature) is at 
laſt worn into Diſgrace, through the Raſhnefs 
of ſome, the Fears of others, the Vices of many, 
and the ſpecious Pretences of crafty and de- 
ſigning Men. TO Think freely is not to 
think at Random: It is not to think like a 
Fool or a Madman, but like a Philoſopher ; 

it is not to think without the Checks of Rea- 
ſon and Judgment ; but without the Encum- 
brance of Prejudice and Paſſion. Freedom of 
Thought is like Freedom in Action: To enjoy 


the one or the other in Perfection, it muſt be 
| L ſubject 


[ 82 ] 


ſubject to proper Laws and Regulations: And 


the Outlaw has of all Men, the leaſt Preten- 
fions to Liberty . In ſhort, as a Man' can 
never appear like a real Free-Thinker, if he 
does not behave like a Gentleman; fo I can 
never allow him to be one, who is not a Re- 
ligious Man. For if his Thoughts are ſo li- 
mited or bewilder'd that he cannot compre- 


hend the Exiſtence of Gop, and the Evidence 


of Religion; he may properly be ſaid to have 


Shackles and Fetters on his Notions, and to 


wander in the Clouds and Miſts of Ignorance 


and Prejudice. 


The beſt Things degenerate by Abuſe into 
the worſt : In that Caſe, the moſt approved 
-Remedy 1s not to probibit or deſtroy them in 
their State of Corruption; but to endeavour, 
by all prudent Meaſures, to recover them to 
their proper Uſe. Indeed it muſt be granted, 
Society has ſuffered, in ſeveral Inſtances, by 
gratifying Men in the full Liberty of divulging 
their Thoughts ; but then, it has profited a 
Thouſand Times more by Virtue of that very 
Indulgence. It is a common Obſervation, 
that every Conveniency in Life, is alloyed 


with ſome Inconveniency. Therefore the 


moſt reaſonable Method of proceeding in every 
difficulty of this Kind, is to have recourſe to 
the Merchant's Logick ; to ſtate the Account 
of Profit and Loſs, and ſo determine our 
| | " Judgment 
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Judgment according as the Ballance lies : Re- 


membring ſtill, that it is not poſſible to Trade 
to much Advantage without ſome Loſſes. 


True Free-Thinking, is the Foundation of 
all human Liberty : Remove the one, and 
the other cannot ſtand. It is the Source of 
Knowledge and Wiſdom ; the Parent of Arts 
and Sciences ; it promotes Induſtry, and pro- 
cares Wealth ; -it embelliſhes Virtue and good 
Manners; it ſupports Order and Govern- 
ment; and is the only Bulwark of true 
Religion. In Proportion as this Divine 
Faculty languiſhes, every Ornament and 
comfort of Life declines: And in thoſe 
Countries, where the free Exerciſe of Reaſon 
is wholly diſcouraged and treated as a Crime, 
Experience ſhews us, that the People groan 
under the complicated Calamities of Slavery, 
Ignorance, Superſtition, Idleneſs, and Poverty; 
and are hardly to be diſtinguiſnhed from Brutes, 
but by a ſuperior Degree of Miſery. But 
none of theſe Calamities can ever be the Fate 
of a People, who are reſolved to have their 
Thoughts in their own keeping; and fo 
far as we ſuffer our Underſtandings to be 
checked by an Authority, but the Convictions 
of Reaſon, ſo far we give np our Virtue, our 
Religion, our Liberties, and every Social Hap- 
pineſs. Thus we may ſee, that every Thing 
57175 valuable 
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valuable in Life, is, in effect, the Reſult of 
Free- Thinking. e e eee | 


As the Mind of Man has naturally ſome 
Tendency towards Truth, and à prevailing 
Averſion to Falſhood ; fo I heartily with, 
ſince it lies in every one's Power, that People 
would try to acquire one other happy Diſpo- 
ſition ; I mean a Willingneſs to be informed: 
Which might, in Time, kindle into ſuch a 
difintereſted Love of Truth, as would make 
them ambitious of always thinking and acting 
like rational Creatures, to the very utmoſt of 
their Capacities. | 1 


But ſo little Regard have the generality of 
Men to the Dignity and Excellency of their 
Nature, that inſtead of improving their ratio- 
nal Faculties, they often ſuffer them to languiſn 


and die: They learn by degrees to prevari- 
cate with themſelves ; and in time, to be wholly 


indifferent as to their Opinions of Things : Or, 
if upon any Occafion they are earneſt and re- 


ſolute in their Notions, it is ſeldom from a 
Love of Truth, but from a ſervile Regard to 
ſome over-ruling Paſſion, or Intereſt. ' Hence 


it is that we have ſeen ſo many of our Coun- 
trymen, whoſe good Senſe is their greateſt 
reproach, contend very warmly, both for Max- 


ims in Politicks, and for Doctrines in Reli- 
gion, which are directly oppoſite. Juſt like the 


famous 


» 


» 


85 
famous Deſcartes ; of whom it is related, that 
when he firſt applied himſelf to draw up a 
Syſtem of Natural Philoſophy, he founded it 
upon the Doctrine of a Void; but a Friend in- 
forming him, that the Hypotheſis, he went 
upon, was very unfaſhionable at Court ; he 
immediately changed his Plan, and built his 
Syſtem upon the Suppoſition of an entire 
Plenitude, 


. 


_ general, every Man may be ſaid to have 


his Mind rightly diſpoſed to Truth, when his 
Judgment or his Notions are the impartial Re- 


ſult of a due Conſideration of them in all their 


Qualities and Circumſtances ; or elſe from 
a juſt Compariſon of different Things or 
Nations one with another. An unbiaſed 
Underſtanding. delights in Truth, and ac- 
quieſces in it with the ſame Complacency, 
as a good Conſcience rejoices in Innocence 
and Virtue. Neither can the upright Man 
any more harbour. a wilful Error in his Mind, 
or endeavour to impoſe it upon others, than 
he can cheriſh a known Vice, and ſtrive 
to recommend and countenance it by his 
Example. | 


It is a great Unhappineſs, that we generally 
Reaſon with the moſt Impartiality and the 
greateſt Accuracy upon thoſe Topicks, which 
are of the leaſt Conſequence to us. The 
Cauſe of this Misfortune is very obvious ; — 

: re- 
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Prejudices and Paſſions and Intereſts of Men, 


are no way engaged in the Experiments of 
the Air-Pump, nor in adjuſting the Modes of 
Syllogyſms, nor in ſettling the Doctrine of 
Triangles; and therefore in theſe Kinds of rea- 
ſoning we conſent to the Truth, as ſoon as we 
apprehend it, without reluctancy. Aſk a Man 
who has but the leaſt ſmattering of Geometry, 
whether the three Angles of a Triangle are 
equal to two Right Angles, and he will im- 
mediately reply in the firmative. Demand 
of him whether two parallel Lines can ever 
meet in a Point ; and he will Anſwer, with- 
out Heſitation, in the Negative. But if you 
happen to try him upon a few political Pro- 
poſitions, as evident as the other, and full as 
ſoon comprehended ; and aſæ him (for In- 
ſtance) adi the People are formed into 
Society for che Pleaſure of the chief Magiſtrate, 
or for their own Happineſs, and the Magi. 
trate conſequently ſet up for the good of the 
People ; and whether a Tyrant who breaks 
through the fundamental Laws 'of the Land, 

and invades the Property of a People, does 
not, upon his Perſeverance in ſuch Proeeed- 
1ngs, forfeit all his Right to their Allegiance:- 
1 fay put theſe plain Queſtions to him; and 


inſtead of making a direct Anſwer, he ſhall 
lead you a Dance through an endleſs Laby- 


rinth of Sophiſtry, and often dive out of fight. 
into ſo many Subterfuges, that you perceive 
* the while, he is not Ignorant of the Truth. 

| On 


* 


* 
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On the other hand, how becoming does it 
look when a Man reaſons upon the Truths 
of Religion, of Moralty, and the Principles of 
Government, with the ſame equitable Tem- 
per, as if his Thoughts were empolyed upon 
a Problem in Mathematicks? And when up- 
on an intricate Debate, he ſums up his Con- 
clufions, he does it with the Exactneſs and 
and Integrity of a fair dealing, honourable 
Merchant ; who ſettles a perplexed Account, 
without once reflecting whether he is to re- 
main Debtor, or Creditor, upon the Bal- 
lance. 


When an honeſt, generous, well-meaning; 
Writer, undertakes to treat upon Religion, 
he will neither ſuffer himſelf to be led away 
on the one fide, by a Fondneſs for Sin- 
gularity; nor on the other, by as weak an 
Attachment to what may be juſtly called 
Popularity in Notions. He will not ſo much 
attend to what is accounted Religion by the 
many, as to the Enquiry after what is true 
Religion, and ought to be received as ſuch. 


If ever we enter into the former Conſideration, 


it ſhould be, only to examine whether that, 
which' commonly paſſes in the World for 
Religion, is the real Thing, or ſomewhat'of 
a different Nature. I know of no Rule to 
judge of Religion by in the general, but Rea- 
ſon; nor of the Chriſtian Syſtem in particu- 
lar, but the New Teſtament, And as every | 
S145 Man 
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Man is to anſwer for his own Principles, and 
ſubſequent Actions, and not others or him; 

fo ought every Man himſelf to know why he 
believes or acts; and not to think it ſaffici- 
ent, that another undertakes to know it for 
him . From hence I conclude, that it be- 
comes every Man, who would wiſe- 
ly, by adhering to his Religion on ſubſtantial 
Grounds, and not meerly that he may be in 
the Faſhion of the Country were he lives, to 
think of his Perſwaſions with the utmoſt 
Freedom ; that is, without Prejudice. 


The Perſon who ſurveys Religion with this 
unbiaſſed Temper of Mind, will find it to be as 
diſtant from the Madneſs of the Enthuſiaſt, and 
the Folly of the ſuperſtiti 


tious Man, as it is from 
the moſt extravagant Infidelity of the Atheiſt. 
Nay, he will further diſcover, that theſe 
different Extremes are at the Bottom owing 
to one and the fame Cauſe; the Neglect of 
thinking freely, and the permitting of n 
* to interpoſe, and darken the Truth. 


The Enthuſiaſt W af nothing but Gifte 
and Gommiſſions from Heaven, and ima- 
gies himſelf its peculiar Favourite; and that he 
is inſpired from thence with every wild Fancy 
that 38 to ſpring up in a warm and 
diſtempered Brain; and all this for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe he thinks ſo, and feels 
a rapturous Pleaſure in the Conceit of it. To 
ö one 
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one poſſeſs d with this Notion, every Crime 
becomes lawful, and every Deſign that 
turns up in his Head, is a diyine impulse 5 
He robs, he murders, he overturns the World, 
if he can; and all is Right, all is approved 
of God, and the blackeſt Crimes are glorious: 
A Devil is a Saint, and a Fury an Angel of 
Light. The Prejudice that blinds him, is a 
groſs Ignorance of the Nature of Gad; and an 
unmeaſureable Opinion of his own Excellency. 
He thinks the Deity capable of commanding 
any Thing; and himſelf of performing every 
Thing. He fancies God may turn . Virtue 
into Vice, and Vice into Virtue ; make Truth 
Falſhood, and Falſhood Truth; and reconcile 
all Contradictions. He knows nothing of the 
immutable Reaſon of Things,. and the cer- 
tain Rectitude of the Almighty's Will, ac- 
cording to which all his Actions are deter- 
mined. He imagines himſelf far above the 

of Mankind; worthy of every Privilege 
rom above, and alone fit to be the great In- 
ſtrument of Providence upon all Occaſions. 
If he raiſes Diſturbances in the State, he is 
ſent to convert the World by the Sword. 1 
he exerciſes his Power in Cruelty, he is the 
Scourge of God. If his Brain happens not 
to be filled with ſuch mighty Schemes, he is 
ſatisfied with fitting ſtill, and contemning his 
Fellow- creatures; as being far below him in 
their religious Progreſs. He alone converſes 
with Heaven; he Wy God, bg is a * 


1 1085 J. 

he. feels the divine Spirit within him, and if be 
does no Miſchief, he takes care f t to do the 
leaſt Good in the World. It is nough that 
he loves God, and feels a Kind of Senſual 
Pleaſure in Bee, upon his Corimetce With" 
N11 95 5 fancies to himſelf, that 
gains \ Degree in his, Favour, tho“ 
10 8571 not Zo 10885 Commandments ; tho 
he acts with no concern for his Honour, nor 
for the Good of his Creatures.” Thus his 
Vanity and Ignorance. unite to promote” his 

unſufferable Arrogance, and Bete Contempt 

of 'Truth, of Reaſon, and of ever bdy in tlie 


World, R himſelf and "bs Fa 


& + 3534] 
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intel el. 
Among another 0 of, Pept, Wes Spirit 
of true Religion, is as much, loſt in: SuperMti- 
tion and Ceremonies. Superſtition is Mie. 
thing different in its Compleckion from En- 
den, as it has more of Folly in it than 
of Madneſs: Tho they are frequently found 1 
thrive pretty well together. Su erſtition 1 ist 
Conſequence ofJow and mean Tdeas of God. 
bring gs him down to the Level of mortal M 
and the moſt. deſpicable among them. a, 
paints him as a childiſh and yain Being, pleas'd 
with the offering of Fools, with Flattery and 
Pageantry, with Gewgaws and Shews; and 
What Men are ſometimes taken with, it ſup- 
poſes him likewiſe” to delight in: And even 
in a manner to be bribed with fuch LA 
ome- 


. 

Sometimes it multiplies the Number of Dei- 
ties, and erects every 245 they ſee, or feel, 
or taſte, or ſmell, into an Object of Worſhip; 
and then animates and adorns thoſe Idols 
with a thouſand Frailties and Vices, with 
weak Paſſions and unmanly Pleaſures. At 
other times, it allows of one ſupreme Gover- 
nor, but ſurrounds him With ſuch Numbers 
f_inferiour Divinities, or (in the modern 
Language) Saints, that he is almoſt loſt in the 
Crowd, and inacceſſible, unleſs it be through 
the Multitude which encircles his Throne; 
and his Power is ſo divided among them, that 
ery little, if any of it, ſeems to be left to 
himſelf: By degrees: he becomes neglected, 
and his Miniſters only regarded or addreſſed 
{9 Hut if Superſtition does neither of theſe, 
but leaves the Unity untouched, it is ſure to 
repreſent him as the moſt capricious and pee- 
viſh, the moſt unreaſonable and cruel Being, 
that can poſſibly be conceived. And then 
the Service it teaches us to pay, is propor- 
tionable to the Deity it preſents to us. It 
conſiſts in ſtately Domes , in conſuming Trea- 
ſures to no — or uſe, in numerous Atten- 
dants ſplendidly attired; in ſending up odo- 
riferous Clouds of Smoke; in deſtroying, the 
Beaſts of the Earth; in abject and cringing 
Poſtures ; in Cruelties upon ourſelves and o- 
thers, in every Thing that the moſt ſlaviſh 
Imagination can invent, to gratify'a luxurious, 
1 . vain, 
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vain, ill-humoured, and tyrangical Eaſtern 


Monarch. The Effect of this is, Men ſoon 


grow to imitate the Impertinencies or Crimes, 
which they firſt make their Deities guilty. of. 
But if Superſtition happens to meet with En- 
thuſiaſm, (which is not very fry i 
Effects are yet more, terrible; then the 
joins to ſupport the F al. 
ly of the other. It immediately brings with 
it a Commiſſion from above to deſtroy all who 
refuſe the moſt abſurd Homage, and have the 
Inſolence to offer up to Heaven only a reaſon- 
able Service; ſay what you will, the incen- 
ſed Power muſt be appeaſed by the Sacrifice 
of ſuch hated Rebels. Thus Men are ſtirred up 
to butcher one another for Religion; they fan- 
cy Heaven is pleaſed with their Zeal ; and 
the World in the mean while is filled with 
Blood-ſhed, Horror, and Confufton : 


Atheiſm is certainly owing to as groſs Pre. 
poſſeſſions as can be imagined. It is taking 
up an Opinion, that there was no Creator, 
and that there is no Governor of the World, 

upon the moſt abſurd Suppoſitions ; againſt all 
the Principles of Reaſon, and againſt all the 
Arguments ariſing from the Beauty, Order, and 
Defign, which are viſible in all Parts of the Cre- 
ation. It is even againſt the Intereſt of every 
Man, who lives up to the Dignity of his ra- 
rional Faculties, and the Principles of human 


Nature, 
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Nature, that the Tenets of Atherſm ſhould be 
true: Which 4 is a plain Proof, that it muſt 
be owing to ſome ſtrong Prej udice, over- 
powering both Reaſon and Self dove; that any 
| one is an Ore. FEA! 


1 here are in this World two different Cha- 
1 of Atherſts. There is what we may call 
the good-natured, honeſt ' Atherz/?, This Sort 
are they whoſe Lives and Actions are, perhaps, 
as blameleſs as the Manners and Conduct of 
religious Men; they delight in Goodneſs 
and in every Thing that is reaſonable and 
beautiful. The honef Atheiſt loves Mankind ; 
is ſocial and * wc And even that 
good Temper of his, prepares him to receive 
the Prejudices that miſlead him. He has been 
accuſtomed from his Childhood, to confound 
Superſtition and Bigotry with Religion. It 
was Superſtition he ſucked in with his Milk : 
That was what he learned from his Nurſe ; 
and having never examined the Matter nice- 
ly, he looks upon it as the Religion of wiſer 
People, and being, led into this Miſtake, 
it is no Wonder that he rails againſt it, 
as monſtrous,” abſurd, deſtructive to Man- 
kind, and even impoffible; nor is it unrea- 
ſonable. to view Superſtition in this Light, 
but the Misfortune is, that he confounds it 
it with Religion, which bears a wrong Sound 
in his Ears. This is a great and unhappy 
7 but ſuch as I hope is pardonible ; 
and 
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But then, 8 is. "a vicious an is 


ral Atheift, who is only againſt Religion, be- 


cauſe Religion is againſt him. Ile hates to 
be confined within the ſtated | Limits of Rea- 
ſon and good Senſe ; he deſires an unbounded 
Freedom of Action ; would haye all Pleaſure 
and Happineſs meet in himſelf, and values not 
what happens to. others provided it does not 
affect him. It js ſurprizing, that ſuch a Liber- 
tine. ſhould endeavour to perſwade himſelf, 
that there is no Goxernment or Wiſdom in 
the Univerſe, becauſe his Actions contradict 
every Maxim, which Order and Wiſdom 
would require; and, becauſe, if there be a 
wiſe and er re . ererer, * has r 
1 to fear amp AS ot 


Ik a Man can but guard againſt the many 
and different Prepoſſeſſions, which too often 
find an eaſy Acceſſion to his Mind, he may ar- 
rive at true Religion; which is only neglected 
becauſe. it is — 2 known. It ſupports it- 


ſelf by no Prejudice, nor Cuſtam, nor world 


ly Power; but, by pure Reaſon and good 
Senſe, The Service true Religion requires of 
us, is to imitate that wiſe and glorious Being, 
we, adore, by .making ourſelyes (like him) 
beneficial to all who come within our Know: 
edge 


[9] 

ledge true Religion never puts us on Methods 
of ferving the Deity, which are deſtructive of 

Happineſs of our own Species; but in- 
ires us with all the Greatneſs and Largneſs of 
Soul which can fill the Mind of Man. In a 
Word, he that is truly Religious, is the moſt 
rational, the moſt generous. and beſt-natured 
Creature living; happy within himſelf, and 
Happineſs to all about him, he is free 
from the petual Anxieties of the Superſti- 
tions, the wild Petturbations of the Enthuſi- 
aſt, and the comfortleſs Proſpects of che Az 
theiſt. And, as he is in the faireſt way to 
de happy hefe, ſd he may juſtly Ak: to 
have it continued to him hertafter, if there be 
any Juſtice in the Government of tlie World: 
So much has Religion the FAﬀranitage of al NO | 
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* « The Proſp cb of a future State TOY 2 
«i'cret Comfort and" Refreſhment of the hu- 
man Soul; it is that which cheers the 
«Heart of a Chriſtian, and makes Nature 
look gay about Him; it doubles all his Plea- 
* ſures, and ſupports him under all Afflictions. 
Ne can look at 'Diſappointments and Misfor- 
« tunes, Pain and Sickneſs,” and Death ** 
* with Indifference, ſo long as he keeps in 

view the Pleaſures of Eternity; that happy 
_ e in which there wil be no Fears nor 
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« Apprehenſions, Pains nor Sorrows, Sickneſs 
* or Separation! Why will any Man be fo 
<, impertinently officious, as to tell me that all 
this is only Fancy and Deluſion? Is there any 
Merit in being the Meſſenger of ill News? 
« If it is a Dream, let me enjoy it, ſince 
it makes . both the e and bene: 
% Man. Arzu Richie + unn!) 
* f 1 \ x 
oy ed rok 1 10 not hom 0 get 


Man who believes neither Heaven nor Hell, 


or in other Words, a future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments. Not only natural Self- love, 
but Reaſon, directs us to beamer our own 
Intereſt: above: all things. A, Believer will 
never think it can be fer his Intereſt to 
me a Miſehief, becauſe he is ſure, u pon the 
Ballance of Accounts, to find. kinda. a loſer 


by it. On the Contrary, if he conſiders his 


own Welfare in his Behaviour towards me, 
it will lead him to do me all the Good "he 
can, and at the, fame time, reſtrain him 
from doing me an Injury. An Unbeliever 
does not act like a xeatonable, Creature, if he 
favours me contrary to his preſent Intereſt, 
or does not diſtreſs me when it turns to his 
preſent Advantage. Honour and good Na- 
ture may indeed tie up his * but, as 
theſe would be very much ſtrengthened by 
Reaſon and Principle, ſo with them they are 
only Inſtincts, or wavering unſettled Notions, 


winch reſt not upan any Foundations. 


t Infidelity 
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-/ Infidelity has been attack'd with fo much 
[Succeſs of late Years, that it is driven out of 
all its Out-works. The Atheiſt has not found 
his Poſt tenable, and is therefore retired into 
Deiſm, and a Diſbelief of revealed Religion 
only. But the Truth of it is, the greateſt Num- 
ber of this Set of Men, are thoſe who for 
want of a virtuous Education, or examining 
the Grounds of Religion, know fo very little 
of the Matter in Queſtion, that their Infide- 
lity is but another Term for their Ignorance. 


As Folly and Inconſiderateneſs are the Foun- 
dations-of Infidelity, the great Pillars and Sup- 
ports of it are either a Vanity of appearing 
wiſer than the reſt of Mankind, or an Oſten- 
tation of Courage in deſpiſing the Terrors of 
another World, which have ſo great an Influ- 
ence on what they call weaker Minds, or an 
Averſion to a Belief which muſt cut them off 
from many of thoſe Pleaſures they propaſe to 
themſelves, and fill them with remorſe for 
many of thoſe they have already taſted, = 


The great Articles of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, have been ſo clearly proved from 
the Authority of that Divine Revelation in 
which they are delivered, that it is impoſſible 
for thoſe who have Ears to hear, and Senſe to 
underſtand the plaineſt Truths, not to be con- 
vinced of them. But were it poſſible for a- 
ny thing in the 2 Faith to be errone- 
| , ous 
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-ou8'T can find no ill Conſequences in adher 
to it. The Points of the Incarnation” 
Sufferings of our Saviour produce nei 
ſuch Habits" of Virtue in the Mind of Mah, 
that, I fay, ſuppoſe it poffible for us to be 
miſtaken in them, the Infidel: himſelf muſt 

leaſt allow, that no other Syſtem of Relig 

could ſo effeQually contribute to the heiglitning 
of Morali «Thiy pivw'ls — 
Dignity human Natute, and of the Love 
which the Supreme Being — to his -Crea- 
tures, and conſequently en us in the 
higheſt Acts of wide" our Creator, 
our Neighbour, and ourſelves. How many 
noble Arguments has St. "Pau raiſed from the 
chief Artides of our Religion, for theAdvance- 
ment of Morality in its three greateſt Branches? 
To give a fingle Example in each Kind: 
What can de a ſtronger Motive to a firm 
Truſt and Reliance on the Mercies of our 
Maker, than the giving us his Son to ſuffer for 
us? What can make us love and eſteem even 
the moſt inconſiderable of Mankind, more than 
the Thought that Chriſt died for him? Or hat 
diſpoſe us to ſet 2 ſtricter Guard upon the Pu- 
fity of our own Hearts, than our being Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and Part of a Society of 
which that immaculate Perſon is the Head? 
But theſe are only a Specimen of thoſe admi- 
mirable ' Enforcements of Morality which the 
Apoſtle has drawn from we * — y d = 
vine Maſter Wen 4 


[99] 
I our modern Infidels conſidered the ſ- 
Matters with that Candour and Seriouſneſs 
which they deſerve, we ſhould not ſee them 
act with ſuch a Spirit of Bitterneſs, Arrogance, 
and Malice: They would not be raiſing ſuch 
inſignificant Cavils, Doubts, and Scruples, as 
may be ſtarted againſt every Thing that is not 
capable of mathematical Demonſtration; in 
Order to unſettle the Minds of the Ignorant, 
diſturb the ick Peace, ſubvert Morality, 
and throw all Things into. Diſorder. and Con- 
fuſion. It is therefore an unpardonable Crime. 
in Men of Letters, if upon any Occaſion they 
make uſe of their Learning to ſeduce the Ig- 
norant, and entice them through crooked By- 
paths, out of the High-Road of Knowledge. 
Ve may eaſily make the moſt fallacious So- 
phiſtry paſs among the common People for 
undeniable Truths: But then, with the very 
ſune Pains we take to impoſe upon them, 
they may be taught to diſtinguiſh Senſe and 
Reaſon, from Whims, and wild Notions; 
Virtue from Vice; and true Religion from any 
Impoſture that may be ſet up in its Likeneſs. 
Nay, the Mind of Man will more eaſily be 
led into? the Knowledge and Apprehenſion, 
of plain ſimple Truths, than to acquieſce in 
perplexed and ſpe Errors. It is our pe- 
culiar Happineſs, that neither the Laws of 
the Land, nor the Maxims of Chriſtianity, 
nor the Principles of the Reformation, influ- 
ence us in the leaſt to practice ſo inhuman 
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a Deceit upon any of our Fellow creatures: 
So that they, Who among us are guilty of ſuch 
Baſeneſs, remain without Excuſe And let 
me tell our Anti-Chriſtians, if the groſſer Un- 
derſtandings, who have little or no Leiſure, 
and — leſs Inclination, to learn, are 
contented to take all their Notions upon 
Truſt; they ſhould, at leaſt give them impli- 
cit Truths, ſince thoſe are, to the full as 
cheap as Falſhood, and infinitely more con- 


venient for Society. 
But if none of theſe TO IEEE 2 


any Influence on them, there is yet one that 


2 may; becauſe it is adapted to their 
anity, by which they ſeem to be guided 
more than by their Reaſon. I would — 
fore have — conſider, that the wiſeſt and 
beſt Men in all Ages of the World, have been 
thoſe who lived up to the Religion of their 
Country: When they ſaw nothing in it op- 
poſite to Morality. 1 s firſt Rule 
directs us to worſhip the Gods as it is ordain- 
ed by Lau, for that is the moſt natural Inter- 


pretation of the Prece pt. Socrates, who was 


the, moſt renowned among the Heathens 
both for Wiſdom and Virtue, in his laſt Mo- 

ments, deſires his Friends to offer a Cock to 
Fiſculapi 45; doubtleſs outipf a ſubmiſſive Defe- 
rence to the eſtabliſhed Worſhip of his Coun- 
try.  Xenophon tells us, that his Prince (whom 
he ſets forth as a Pattern of Perfection) when 
he 


, © xy 

be: found his Death approaching, offered Sa- 
crifices on the Mountains to the Perſian Ju- 
piter, and the Sun, according to the Cuſtom of 
_ the: Perſians ; for thoſe are the Words of the 
Hiſtorian. Nay y, the Epricureans and Atomi- 
cal Philoſophers ſhewed a very remarkable 
Modeſty in this Particular; for, though the 
Being of a God was entirely repugnant to 
their Schemes of natural Philoſophy, they 
contented themſelves, with the Denial of a 
Providence, aſſerting at the ſame Time the 
Exiſtence of Gods in general; becauſe they 
would not ſhock the common Belief of Man- 
kind, and the ** of their . 


Our 85 Writers i in the Free-Thinking 
Way, who have been moſt elaborate in puz- 
_ zling the Truth, and putting a Gloſs upon 
Errors and Abſurdities, have for the moſt part 
not wanted Acuteneſs of Underſtanding, but 
Integrity of Heart; and there appears a great 
deal more of Malice than of Ignorance in their 
indirect Reaſoning, Neither is it a difficult 
Matter to diſcern whether certain Pamphle- 
teers diſcover.(in our blunt Phraſe) moſt of 
the Fool or the naue; one of this Species of 
Logicians, may generally be known by the 
following Marks. He has a — Per- 
ſpicuity of Style, a competent Share of Wit 
and Imagination; he diſcovers a ſtock of 
Reading ſufficient to comprebend the Subject 
in * he applies artfully to the Paſſions 


and 
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and favourito'Pe of the People; and 
by the Help of a large Number of fine ſound- 
iog Works a round) His Periods, e can make 
— — tn a weak A — and Reaſon 
very entially u le Princi But 
then, how viſible is flor him a he 
will of His Sincerity) that his Errors are not 
Miſtakes, but the — 5 Choice wy ma- 1 
amen 0 ie 


| 'Sinvotity f "Opinion er in — 
3s the receiving,” or rejecting, a Notion or Ar- 
gument, from no other Motive, but becauſe it 
appears to be true or falſe, reaſonable or un- 
reaſonable: without being in the leaſt influ- 
enced, in our Determinations, by any other 
—— — This * Phi- 
ophical Integrity, and Uprightneſs of rea- 
ſoning; and a Man will . ſtand juſtified, 
let him be never ſo much miſtaken, fo long 
as his Thoughts are . + _ * 
r "a | 
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The Gebe of this — . 
a 


in the ſtrongeſt Light, by repreſenting 
to ourſelves the Degeneracy of thoſe Men, 
who lay aſide all regard to it; who can write, 
and tall. and act in Defiance to their own 
Conviction; who can enuouſly contend for 
ſome Opinions, which they know'to bl falit 
and dogmatically impoſe others upon the Ig- 

norant for evident Trutls which at the fame 

ime 


610% Þ 

Time they kno to be ven diſp utable, 
to ſay incapable of being Wertained: "This 
is ſo great à Corruption of the reaſoning Fa- 
culty, that t may, with Candour, be ac- 
counted an entire Defection of the Mind fom 
Wiſdom, Virtue, and Religion: And though 
this Sort of Wickedneſs comes: not Within the 
* Cognizanee of! the Laws; yet it manifeſts a 
cool, ſettled Diſpoſition ta confound all Things 
Virtue and Vice Right and Wrong, Truth and 
Falſhood: So that were not the bad Effects 
of this Depravity checked by the Fear of Pe- 
nalties, and an  Apprebenſigi ef the juſt Re- 
ſentments of Mankind; there is ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to believe a Perſon of this abandoned Cha- 
racer, would: ſet at nought the Sacredneſs of 
every ſocial Obligation; when his Intereſt arid 
his Paſſions" were to be On the 
other Hand:; we may naturully ſuppoſe, the 
Man who will upon no Account violate his 
Sincerity, has His Heart well-diſpoſed towards: 
every Thing, that is good,” ane right, n 
worthy of Commendaion, Mn 07 109676 ; 
TB: 1116 2% 1 | 
- Dovid 0 in his 7010 all Fey” Ki 
a. This was a hard Jodgment; however 
he makes ſome Ap for it, by owning, 
that it was 4 ga Expreſſion: But he 
might have aſſerted, Without any Limitation, 
that all Men are ſometi mes miſtaken, even the 
very wiſeſt. And if fo, every Man - oaght to 
n himſelf s Httle, before he 2 to 
ert 


| L 104 ] 
aſſert his own Opigions before all the World. 
Iwould e ommend to every poſſitive 
| 1 * 3 to fi their Minds 
ou now z-by acquiring, if 
ble, that which De en calls — 108 
doubting, This excellent Prelate tells us, That 
as all Reaſoning; proceeds from this Ope- 
<* ration of the Mind, and all Prudence from „ 
*© Caution and Circumſpection: So he that 
« never; Doubts, will as naturally; fall into' 
c frequent Errors, as the Man who acts 
<«. without Precaution, will often run into 
ang Meaſures.” di co Li 
A468 207: 24.01% 

The moſt 3 . Method of 

oceeding in the Search of true — es” h 
57 Diſearte called doubting of every Thing; wh 
reconumends it as the firſt, neceſſary and UG. 
ful Step which ought to be taken, in Order 
to come at Certainty. And he very juſtly lays 
a great Streſs upon upon it: becauſe it is re- 
quiſite, in examining into every Prepoſition, 
to endeavour to have as little Prepenſion to 
either ſide of the Queſtion, as if it were ſome 
new Matter propoſed to us: or ſome old No- 
tion, with ſuch e equal Reaſons on either Hand, 
as at fitſt, to leave. the Mind in a perfect 
Neutrality: not knowin which ay to Kuen 
ng its] uügment. * 8 
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O Prejudices, pe) Dems... = be very 
numerous, ſince the generality of the Opint- 
ons 


p * 


ku I 


091 ; 


ous we embrace; are not the reſult of a ratio- 


nal Enquiry; but received upon the Authority 
of our Coufſtry, our Parents, our Teachers, 
and ſuch Perſons as we commonly converſe 
with; or they are owing to our Paſſions, or 


| Intereſts ; or, laſtly, they are approved for 


being witty, or bold; and often for being ſin- 
Nate and diſtinguiſhing. And when we do 

ve what 1s really true, it is oftner owing 
to chance, than to our Knowledge of the ſo- 


lid F oundation, on which it is built. There- 


fore, in ſuch a confuſed Multitude of Opini- 
ons, it is neceſſary that we examine carefully, 
whether many Things, which we eſteem to 


be true, may not be found falſe upon a ſtrict 
Scrutiny. * 


But, notwithſtanding . bi boa faid ; ; 
we are not to think, that any one ſhould, or 
indeed that he can, actually Doubt of the 
Truth of every Propoſition; common Senſe 
will not permit us to doubt, whether two and 
two make four; and whether the whole of 
any Thing is bigger than any one of the Parts. 
But a Lover of Truth will ſearch into the 
Bottom of Things, with/ as much Diligence 
and Exactneſs, as if he doubted of them, be- 
fore he pronounceggthem to be certain and 
indiſputable. Erefore, - an honeſt Man 
ſhould labour more eſpecially to acquire this 
Habit N f Doubring, where he 


. has 
* 


0 


s 


has moſt Rehſon ta pprehend the Weight of 
ſome, Prejudice on Tuber ſide of the Queſtion.” 
To this rational Doubting, ther e are two" | 
oppoſite Extras. nd 


The firſt is an 'obſtinate Perverſneis of 
Mind, in adhering to whatever we have 4 
once maintained, without even conſidering 
whether we have reaſon on our ſide or not. 
Some People have not Patience to hear their 
Opinions contradicted; they have an unman- 
ly Dread of letting new Light into their 
Underſtandings, len gy ſhould pergeive 
more dark Corners in Souls, than they 
_ arg willing to n n 


* 


* 
— 


| . ,Thg other is a State of Scepticiſm ; when 
| a Man upon Pretence of many Errors 
| kept up in the World, and the great Diffi- 
| culty of difintangling the Truth from the 
*X 
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Intricacy of fo many perplexed and oppo- 
fite O lues ſhall on with a total 
Negle& of Reaſon, and a Contempt of Know- 
ledge in an affected doubting : I call it ſo; * 
1 becauſe, among thoſe,Perfons who have given 
=. themſelves this Air of fuperior Wifdom, there 
W have not appeared any thorongh-paced Beep 
aks; none who pretenq to doubt of the 
89 Truths of the Mitherticks ; none who 
1 thought all Things ſo equally probable, as 
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not to make. uſe of their Senſes, like other 
2 » People; 


I 
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8 11, , 4 >.” c 
People, for the Preſervatia of themſelves; 
and of the Maxims of common Prudence: 
in conducting their Affairs. | 


I ſhall only make one other Obſervation, 
vi. That the great Truths of Religion and 
Morality, come within a narrow Compaſs ; 
and may be apprehended by a plain Capacity. 
And as for the Refinements in theſe Topicks, 

which have been introduced into the \ 
by ſpeculative Men; the Knowledge of them 
is not nece (and very often pernicious) 
to the, Bulk of Mankiyd. The applauded 
Syſtems of theſe kin 
improve, but con 
Study of them, at bel 
neſs. 
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